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wer. 2 p.m.—(by appointment). 

Diagnosis of Disease by Spirit Control. Magnetic Healing, 
and Aural Drawings, By Mr. Peroy R. STRERT. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd. 
Hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 
SHEARN'S RESTAURANT, 251, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, W. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at Seven o'clock, 
MRS. M. H. WALLIS. 
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A WANDERER IN SPIRIT LANDS. 
By SPIRIT FRANCHEZZO 
_ (TRANSCRIBED BY A. FARNESE). 


ExTs.—This intensely interesting work depicts life in the Spirit 
in a thrillingly interesting narrative, by one who has tasted its 

n passing through the lower planes to the loftier holiness of the 
mal realms, It is divided into the following sections, in each of 
scriptions of the circumstances of life under the several headings 
re vividly po ide 8 Days of Darkness—The Dawn of Light—The 
Ki —Through the Gates of Gold Final Happiness. 
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NEW HALLS 


FOR SUNDAY; & MONDAY MEETINGS 


The Council have groat pleasure in announcing 
tbat they have now secureda handsome and com- 
modious hall for the Sunday Meetings at 


THE ARTS GENTRE, 


93, MORTIMER STREET, LANGHAM PLACE, W, 
(Close to Oxford Circus) 


This Hall is situate on the Ground Floor, and is comfortably fitted in 
the most modern and convenient manner. 


THE FIRST SUNDAY MEETING AT 
THE ARTS CENTRE, 93, MORTIMER STREET, W., 


WILL BE HELD ON 


SUNDAY EVENING, AUGUST Sist, 


MR. A. V. PETERS: Clairvoyance 


Doors open at 630, No admission after 7.0, 
Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited 


The presence of old and new Members, Associates and Friends is 
particularly looked for on this occasion, and the kind co-operation of 
all friends in making these Meetings widely known is earnestly 
solicited. 
N.B.—A smaller Hall, equally suitable, has been secured at the same 
address (on the first floor) for Monday Meetings. 


NEW ENLARGED FIFTH EDITION, 
THOUGHT LECTURES. 
By FATHER STEPHANO. 

Including New Series of Communications. 


Given by Antomatic Writing through the Mediumebip of “Vita ' and 
„Mandola, two ladies who have bad no experience or training in literary 
work of any kind, 


As the thought of one who has seen beyond earth's sorrows, it 1s more 

especially a book for the sorrowful and the suffering; it is chiefly to 

help such that the lectures were given, and it is to them the book is 
dedicated. 


Fifth Edition, including Preface by Father Stephano. 
121 pp. Price is. 2d. Post Freer. 
And a Foreword by MISS E. KATHARINE BATES. 


‘The dead are entering into competitive authorship with the living, 
“Thought 3 which were given by Father Stephano, who “ just 
went to sleep“ in Yorkshire, in the reign of Henry I., and bas just now 
been able to find a medium through whom to communicate his thoughts 
to mankind. has a great deal to say, and says it well. — W. T. STEAD, 
in Review of Reviews. 
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MR. PERCY R. STREET 
(Superintendent of the Old Rectory Home of Rest) has taken 
RESTHOLM, READING, 


and is prepared to accept Resident Patients for Rest Cure under his 
personal care and treatment. ‘Terms on application. 


PERCY R. STREET, Frances Cottage, Caversham, Reading. 


— 


A Austrian Gentleman, of good education, 
aged twenty-seven, speaking French and German, and other 
languages, thorough knowledge of foreign art and literature and 
ee sea Dating travelled much, and interested in all occult 
studies, seeks situation as private secretary or travelli ion,— 
Apply, J. F., 40, High-street, Sevenoaks, England, nee 
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Occult Science in India and 
Among the Ancients. 


With an Account of their Mystic Initiations and the History 
of Spiritism. 
By Louis Jacolliot, 
Chief Justice of Chandenagur and of Tahiti. 
Part I.—Doctrine of the Pitris and the Occult Sciences 
of India. 
art II. Philosophical Tenets of the Indian Initiates. 
Regarding the First Cause and the Rart Performed by the 
Spirits in Worldly Matters 
. Part III. — Doetrine of the Pitris as compared with that 
of the Jewish Cabala, of Plato, of the Alexandrian School, 
of Philo, of the Persians. and of Christianity. 

Part [V.—Exoteric Manifestations and Demonstrations 
among the Initiates of the Sacred Temples of India, as 
shown by the performing Fakirs. 

Formerly published at 8/6 net. New Cheaper Edition, complete in 
one large volume, beautifully bound in cloth, gilt, 276 pages, 
6/5 net, post free. 
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YOGA OR TRANSFORMATION. 


A Comparative Statement of the Various Religious Dogmas 
concerning the Soul and its Destiny, and of Akkadian, Hindu, 
Taoist, Egyptian, Hebrew, Greek, Christian, Mohammedans, 
Japanese and other Magic. 
By William J. Flagg. | 


ay ohne ters on Modern Spiritualism, on the Soul, 
Hindu Souls. ptian Souls, Chaldean Souls, Greek an 

Roman Souls, Neoplatonism on the Soul, Christian Souls, 
Relic Worship, Chinese Souls, Japanese Souls, The Possi- 


bility of a Spiritual World Considered, Religion in General, 
Evolution of Social Virtue, Hindu Y Chinese Yoga, 
ian Y Akkadian Yoga, Mohammedan Yoga, 


. — Yoga, Yoga of the Exsenes, The Roman Stoics as 
Yogis, Christian Yoga, Yoga in General, Results of Practice 
and Indications of Progress, Earthly Immortality, Yoga as 
a Process of Evolution, Conclusion. 
Formerly published at 10/6. Cheaper Edition, cloth, 376 pages, 
8 ö net, post free. 
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REMINISCENCES: 
By tae Lare ALFRED SMEDLEY, 
Including an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations. 


Tae Mepiom IN A CAGE. 
Spirite materialise, bold conversation with the sitters, and then 


dematerialiee in full view of all E 
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The work is beautifully bound in cloth. 
Price 1a, or ls. 2d. post free. 
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SPIRITUAL SCIENCE 
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A Study of Spiritual Philosophy and its Practical Application 
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RXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATION OF A LITTLE-KNOWN POWER, 
By GAMBIER BOLTON, F.R.G S., F. z. S. 


A MAKUAL ror INVESTIGATORS. 

UoONTENTS.—Many extracts from Sir William Crookes’ articles on this 
subject, also Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace’s ‘ Miracles and Modern Spirit 
valism,’ Desertis’s ‘Psychic Philosophy.“ Hudson Tuttle's ‘ Arcana of 
Spiritualism,” &c.; Workin Hypothesis, What is a Sensitive? A Storage 
Battery. Experiments with D. D. Home, Cecil Husk, F. Craddock, Sir 
Wm. Crookes’ Experiments and Statements, Phenomena of Percussive 
and other allied Sounds, Visual Phenomena, Insensibility to Heat, Leri 
tation, Inanimate and Animate Bodies, Apparent Penetration of Matter 
by Matter, How can Experiments be carried out? Instructions, Exper. 
ments with Photographic Plates, Flower Healing Test, &. 
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SO NEXT ROOM 
By DORIS and HILARY SEVERN. 
Experiences, Visions and Adventures of two Clairvoyanles. 


Some or THE CONTENTS : 


The Closed Door—A Hand Stretched from the Middle Ages—In th 
Flower of his Youth- In the Grey World—The Vaulted Room -Hep 
iven through the Veil De Profundis—The Spiritual Sa ESS 
piritual Eucharist—The Twin Existence—Sight to the Blind- Suicide 
—The Children’s Home- The Garden of Rest—The Passing, ko 
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‘THE KOSMON LIGHT’ 
Monthly, Price 3d. 
THE ORGAN OF THE KOSMON FRATERNITY. 
Devoted to the Teachings and Practice of a New Era 
of Time. 


Specimen Copy.—Kosmon Publishing Society, 150, Norwood. road, 
London, S. E. 


THOUGHTS ARE THINGS. 


Essays Selected from the 
. White Cross Library . 
By PRENTICE MULFORD. 


List or Contents.—The Material Mind v. the Spiritual 
Mind, Who Are Our Relations? Thought Currents, One 
Way to Cultivate Courage, Look Forward, God in the Trees, 
Some Laws of Health and Beauty, Museum and Menagerie 
Horrors, The God in Yoursélf, Healing and Renewing Force 
of Spring, Immortality in the Flesh, Attraction of Aspira- 
tion, The Accession of New Thought. 


In beautiful artistic binding. 171 pages. 
Price rs. 2d. post free net. 
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A Second Series of Essays. 
By PRENTICE MULFORD. 


Contents—Co-operation of Thought, Some Practical Mental 

Recipes, The Drawing Power of Mind, Buried Talents, The 

Necessity of Riches, The Uses of Sickness, The Doctor 

Within, Mental Medicine, The Use and Necessity of 

Recreation, The Art of Forgetting, Cultivate Repos, 
Love Thyself. 


In beautiful artistic binding, 172 pages. Price 1/2 
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Gpiritualists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endal A EE London, N.W. @ 
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ar BY THE WAY. 


well said that proof of the survival by man 
dissolution is tantamount to proof of his 


ice within him of an undying principle. 
the possibility of the ultimate extine- 
dual existence fail, in our opinion, pro- 
precisely what individuality implies. 
| of as something entirely separate and 
here would be some validity in the idea 


s there is an irresistible conviction 
ae, of the self is an illusion, 
he soul is part of one absolute life. This 
iat the basis of the teaching of all the great 
s of all the ages. And those who have 
Or riental doctrine of Nirvana know that it 
extinction of the self, but rather an immense 
it. The circumference is vastly enlarged, 
1 remains fixed, because it belongs to the 


of the Invisible; also A Message of 
5 — Mothers, or, Is it well with the 
formidable title of a pamphlet we have 
ey and Co., South Kensington, 6d. nel). 
us of some of the long, quaint titles of 
mphlets of the seventeenth century. But 
allent reading. Whoever the author may 

writes with force and distinction, and the 
establishing regular communication with the 
d is handled with uncommon ability. We 
n from reproducing the following passages :— 
and truly objected that much of what comes to us 

, through mediumship], at any rate much of what 
hold of through the Press, is insignificant, childish, 


or that it is not always corroborated by Scripture, 
resh light received on the experiences of the spiritual 


tunately true that by a kind of inverted 
nly the trivial and nonsensical things that 
al public through the Press. Perhaps it is 
e N public, and it gets what it 
n to ae author of On the Fringe 
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identity from many quarters, and it should be remembered that 
the science is only in its infancy, and those communicating from 
the other side seem desirous to point out that to recall the old 
speech forms is a matter sometimes of effort and patience, while 
evidence is common as to the power being at present fragmentary 
and intermittent. Line upon line, here a little, there a little,’ 
describes some of the utterances that come through, but not all 
of them. 

In the concluding paragraph of the article which forms 
the first half of the pamphlet we read :— 

There will always be those who reject the weight of steadily 
accumulating evidence, but on the other hand there are many 
watchers who are beginning to foresee the upspringing of a new 
age of faith which, far from annulling the ancient Revelations, 
will bring fresh confirmation of traths spoken by Him who 
came to destroy the power of death and who brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel. 


The second portion of the pamphlet, * A Message of 
Comfort to Mothers,’ is no less helpful, especially to those 
to whom it is addressed—bereaved mothers. The remarks 
on general aspects of the question of spirit communion are 
plainly the result of experience and of deep thinking :— 

As we increase in our consciousness of a connection being 
posible between the apparently separated worlds of physical 
and spiritual bodies, the result is certain to modify, if it does not 
abolish, the ancient idea of death, and to swallow it up ina 
forecast of ultimate victory. 

There is a great truth there. The impending revela- 
tion is less a matter of earnest seeking than the mere 
direction of the conscious attention. We do not have to 
climb to a great height to behold the pageant of the skies. 
It is merely a question of tarning our gaze upwards. Sun- 
rise and sunset, the glory of the stars, they are visible to 
all. We are only unconscious of their beauty, we can 
only deny it, so long as our attention is fixed on the ground, 


We are exceedingly glad to observe that a movement 
is on foot to establish a centre of mental medicine’ in 
London (we quote from a London daily paper). Its aim is 
to practise psycho-therapeutic methods in the treatment of 
neurosis aud other maladies of the mind and will, and 
amongst the promoters of the scheme are Drs. Jessie 
Murray, Constance Long, Hector Munro, and Jobn 
Spencer, There is ample room for a psychological clinic,’ 
and the long list of cures wrought by such agencies in the 
past is eloquent of their value. Of course it is annoying 
to the orthodox schools of medicine that such processes 
should be employed, and more annoying still that they 
should prove efficacious where regulation methods have 
failed. It reminds us strongly of the healing of the blind 
man by Jesus, as described in the ninth chapter of 
St. John. That episode gave great offence to the 
Pharisees, who were even inclined to bully the patient 
about it, especially when he affirmed that, whatever the 
character of his physician, one thing he knew—that, 
whereas he was blind, now he saw. 


There are no Pharisees nowadays, in name at least. 
Their places have been taken by the adherents of cults and 
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schools of Medicine, Law, and Divinity. Wo aro sorry to 
have to add to the list those who describe themselves as 
Rationalists, These aro in a curiously anomalous position, 
They are the bitter enemies of orthodoxy, and yoar after 
year concentrate upon it a hot fire of satire and invective. 
Yet they are often as little hospitable to the idea of psychic 
influence as the orthodoxies they attack, The blind man 
who was oured by ‘unscientific’ methods would receive as 
little sympathy from them as from the Pharisees. A 
candid friend of the Rationalist type once assured us that 
he would rather be ill than be cured by a remedy in which 
he did not believe—in this case it was montal healing, 
which he admitted had worked wonders in the case of two 
of his acquaintances. Well, it is a froe country, No man 
need be cured against his will. But for goodness’ sake let 
us not hear people of this type talk about medical science 
as though it were wholly a matter of drugs, laboratories, and 
physiological experiments. There is a medical science of 
the soul as well as of the body. And the true physician 
should be, in Shakespeare’s phrase, “body ourer and soul 


ourer.’ 


Some time ago we noticed a remarkable book entitled 
An Adventure,’ by Elizabeth Morison and Frances 
Lamont, It described how these ladies visited Versailles 
in 1901 and 1902, and bow in a kind of waking vision they 
beheld, in the Petit Trianon, buildings, gardens, and 
sconery as they existed in the time of Marie Antoinette, 
and even met with some of the people of the period. The 
book created a considerable impression at the time, the 
whole story, improbable as it seemed at first sight, being so 
categorical and well attested that the literary reviews for 
the most part gave it serious attention. Recently, how- 
ever, a sceptical person claimed to have discovered a clue 
to the whole mystery. It all arose (according to this 
ingenious commentator) from the ladies having visited 
Versailles at the time when Pathé Frères were preparing 
their films for Marie Antoinette and Versailles.’ Unfor- 
tunately for this theory Pathé Fréres did not take these 
films until the 24th January, 1910, as they themselves 
admit. Although we are not sorry that the attempt to 
discredit the psychical origin of the vision bas failed, we 
are fain to admit the ingenuity of it. It is a far more 
sensible explanation than most of those which are put 
forward to account for psychical phenomena in general, and 
which are at times so utterly absurd as to suggest that 
Scepticism and Stupidity are twin brothers, 


SPIRITUAL PRAYERS. 
(From many shrines.) 

Oh God of Love and Wisdom, Purity and Truth! 
Beautiful, Eternal Essence and Energy of the Universe! 
help us to become better mediums, more perfect instru- 
ments, for the expression of Thy divine qualities, that day 
by day we may grow nearer to Thy perfeetion and have 
more abundant life: for life is love, and love brings wisdom, 
and wisdom purity, and purity trath, Amen, 


Mr. ©. MoDovaant, of 8, Lynedoch-street, Liverpool, writes: 

I am seeking une of the many occult schools in 

London. I have tried to find them in the London directory. 
Perhaps one of your many readers will kindly help me.’ 

Sprit Hratuxg.— Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Mr. 
Percy R. Street, the healing medium, will attend at the rooms 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control and 
magnetic healing. Application should be made to the Secretary, 
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PERPLEXITIES IN SPIRIT COMMUNION 


By James COATES. 


‘Two years ago it came tome to write a book entitled Modem 
Spiritualism : A Study of the Phenomena and the Mysteries of 
Mediumship.’ The tithe appeared all right and the subjects 
sufliciently comprehensive to tempt abler brains and more facile 
pens than mine. I was sufficiently ambitious to commence 
pigeon-holing material for the venture, but when it came to the 
‘mysteries’ I felt T should not ‘carry out my bat.’ The greater 
my experience the less I actually know. Younger at that time, 
und possessing A more retentive memory, I found fact-piling a 
possibility, but no sweeping conclusive deductions, or even 
systematic summarising of the productive forces—intellectual or 
otherwise—underlying the facts became mine. 

I have no desire to copy the egoistic assumptions of the 
traveller who has been round the world, ‘travelled a heap, seen 
heap, kuows a heap, an’ ye cau’t tell me nothin’, or that of the man 
who says, ‘I have had forty years’ experience of Spiritualism, and 
there is nothing in it I do not know. I admit the travelling and the 
experience, but have to confess an admiration for the Newtonian 
type of mind. I know enough to conjecture more—a more that 
is full of eternal possibilities, and therefore wholly beyond 
either past or present experiences. And it is with these latter— 
with the placing them in orderly sequence and comprehending 
them when placed—that my greatest trouble exists. 

From day to day (perhaps this article itself is the outcome 
of spirit direction) I am conscious—sometimes more than others 
—of converse with the departed. And with this consciousness 
comes something greater still, the limitations attached to this 
communion. This is less realisable in those inspirational ad- 
dresses when something is gripped and directed within me and 
addresses are delivered, varying in style, whose purport I know 
not till delivered, the subject-matter being composed of much 
within reading and conversation, but more of material un- 
known, cunningly interwoven to make a clear and interesting 
address. How this has been accomplished I do not know, and 
by whom I seldom know, save when we are informed by the 
directing Intelligence, ‘I am David Simpson’ (a devoted stepson, 
some years passed over) ; or, say, ‘I am W. T. Stead.’ I accepti 
having many under-current voiceless impressions—convictions of 
acceptance—and finding much in the matter delivered that is 
convincingly acceptable; yet I do not know, positively know. 

The limitations are great which hamper the communicating 
Tntelligences—for I can reasonably assume there are com- 
municating Intelligences, or forty years’ experience goes for 
nothing—and must be as incomprehensible as they are numerous. 
In the borderland traversed between the State of Spirit discarnate 
and ourselves immersed in Time and Sense—almost invariably 
thinking in terms of matter—there must be mists, fogs and quag- 
mires innumerable, all of which must be penetrated and passed 
round or over before the visitants get in touch with some more 
or less adaptable instrument, more or less—generally less— 
imperfectly keyed, to tap out, ring out, or actually voice out, 
something which can have a responsive echo in the life-experience 
of those addressed. 

Of the limitations on this side, Lam able to speak with greater 
freedom. The most outstanding one is unfitness. From the 
cradle till now stupidity, ineptitude, and not gross, but ordinary 
sensuousness render the reception of even these imperfect 
attempts of the Intelligences in the Invisible to communicate 4 
most difficult matter on our part. 

Tt dawns upon me that it is not what the risen brethren know 
in a state of spirit which they can communicate, but only some 
fragment. It may be that that fragment comes like u grain of 
musk in gallons of water, affecting the whole, but itself lost in 
the mass. Sometimes there is a corresponding co-operating 
adjustment within the mortal, and then there is a quickening 
of memory, a brief chat, some little incident of bygone days, a 
touch here and a touch there, and by these the identity of the 
spirit friend is established, Still it is all so fragmentary, though 
so valuable, 

It was about twenty years ago that Mrs, Annie Bright, of 
Melbourne, wrote her notable articles, ‘ Modern Witchcraft,’ for 
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Tt was, I believe, when she was attending a 


a Melbourne paper. 
stance as a stranger to get copy for those art icles that a communi- 


cating spirit, announcing herself to be Julia, first manifested, 

Nono in the circle recognised her, save Mra Bright She had 
been reading about her. A little later, and for the first time, 
Mr. W. T. Stead wrote her, his letter being dated August 15th, 
1893, commenting on an article which she had written and 
which had appeared in a Melbourne paper. From that time on- 

ward a friendship was formed, And these two-—the invisible 
Julia and the living Mr. Stead—were directing and inspiring 
forces in Mra. Bright's life and work. Her talents and great 
journalistic abilities now turned to Spiritualism, and for the last 
thirteen years of her life, both before and during ber editorship 
of ‘The Harbinger of Light,’ they were completely devoted to 
the cause, 

Tcome now to the perplexing part of the many mysteries 
within my experience. Mrs. Bright passed out in June, but 
though she endeavoured, not once only but several times, 
to make that fact known to me, she failed owing to our 
preoccupations and density, for want of a better word. 
But the crowning perplexity of all, to me, is this: Mr. 

` W. T. Stead manifested, off and on, in Cambridge House, during 
May and June, and twice—once somewhat strained in expres- 
sion and briefly, and the second time more fully and emphati- 
cally—in Glenbeg House, since Mrs. Brigbt's passing out, and 
never, that I could trace, was theré a hint or indication that the 
manifesting Stead—whatever was the case with the Stead in 


mew that Mrs. Bright had joined the throng immortal. 
spirit 


e is no getting away from the fact of facts—ie., 

ion. But it is folly to conclude that such communion is 
n with the most favoured. I can understand something 
inces on this side, and have been gradually learning 
of the great difficulties on the other, but here isa 

‘most powerful and capable manifesting Intelligence of 
eith imoran of or incapable of conveying 

e passi at of his most devoted co-labourer and 

he earth p There were many more in touch 

1; many more in touch with Mrs Bright 


oo mit was W. T. Stead. To those 
has been proved in many ways Yet 
are were not informed by him of Mrs. 
his last psychophone message he was 
was doing with a book, sent messages or 
wis, to his daughter, Miss Estelle Stead, and 

been and was engrossed in labour to bring 
stoanend. ‘It must be stopped and I 
voice. ‘I cannot come to-night, I mast be 
de.; but with the exception of crying out, Oh, fora 

iere was no indication that he knew of Mrs. Bright's 


th htest doubt about the Stead mani- 
have not the slightest doubt about human 
in this world and the next. Mr. Stead has sent 
ei ved not by mechanical and per- 
fs bat by variable human ones Some got 
ed through ordinary consciousness, 
or condensed by the human instrument. A 
th ourselves, be in two places at once, 
me given period in two distinctly intense 
and for the last three months especially, 
d to be concentrated in the Balkans 
J sent out his last wireless’ to Mrs 
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sant with some states of consciousness, I know that the lower does 
not include the higher, or the outward the inner —hence our 
limitations, and also the difficulties experienced by the in- 
visible Intelligences in conveying to us that which in our present 
The trance address, with graceful 


stage we are able to grasp. 
rich in instructive 


diction and flowing periods, may be 
thought, but when it comes to personal and test matters, to the 
numerical and the concrete, our own ineptitude, as well as false 
conceptions of what spirit can do, have as mach to do with the 
imperfection of communion as with the conjectured inability 
of our spirit friends in Other-World states to reach us. 


WASTEFUL ECONOMIES. 


Cora Linn Daniels devotes a clever little article in the July 
‘Nautilus’ to gibbeting the Wasteful Economies’ that are 
gained at the sacrifice of self-development. She instances the 
economy of the magazine artist who always draws from the 
same models, whose illustration of a ball-room ‘contains six 
sisters, all of one age, and six brothers, mostly twins’; and that 
of the author who copies the style or ideas by which another 
author has made a hit. There is, too, the economy of much 
modern conversation, which, because ‘it requires some effort to 
speak intelligently of a philosophy, a period of history, a far- 
reaching political movement, or the results of some legislative 
decision,’ confines itself to the weather, health, servants, dress, 
and the doings of mutual acquaintances. Another wasteful 
economy is that of people who deny themselves the joy, educa- 
tion, youth-bringing and youth-holding pleasures which should 
be the reward of age in ‘the rigid adherence to a rule that 
under no circumstance shall more be spent in one year 
than another.’ The writer complains, further, that ‘nowadays 
nobody but old-school people allow themselves the luxury 


. The simple, easy, refined things that make 
“too much bother,’ 


of manners. 
life move smoothly and sweetly on are 
take too much time, are too much of a drag on our instant 
thought.’ We are, says Miss Daniels, ‘wasteful of the ex- 
quisite possibilities of emotion and sensation which come with 
chivalrous and generous actions” Her last indictment is against 
economy of sympathy. ‘What a waste,’ she exclaims, ‘such 
economy is! Dall, dried up, like caked mud, is the heart that 
does not respond to suffering. Civilisation has advanced only 
by this great thing—taking upon ourselves the comprehension of 
and sympathy with the sorrows of others. Barbarism is in- 
difference, and we are barbaric when we selfishly economise our 
tenderness, love and help for those who need it.’ In all these 
things the call is not to economise, but to spend :— 

Spend! Give out. Lavish yourself without fear. The 
more you spend ideas, the more flowin. The more you think 
the more you find within yourself to express. The broader 
your conviction the more surprising to yourself will be the 
issues The faith in the future which leads to new fortunes 
is better than the slow conservative doubt which holds one back. 
Spend your time in ways that make for higher things, and your 
steps will inevitably be led to where your ambition points. Be 
reckless in spending and expressing love and sympathy. That 
is an investment which always pays one hundred per cent. 


SIR OLIVER LODGE WILL SPEAK OUT. 


According to paragraphs which are going the round of the 
Press, Sir Oliver Lodge, when he delivers his presidential address 
at the meeting of the British Association on September 10th, will 
refer to his psychical researches. He will, it is said, protest ‘against 
comprehensive negative generalisations’ and insist on the belief 
in ultimate continuity of existence (before and after death) as 
essential to science.’ Already the opponents are at work seeking, 
in advance, to discount what Sir Oliver Lodge will say. He is 
being described as 
a man who longs to believe something with intensity only 
equalled by his inability to accept any faith which compels the 

abdication of — intelligence. Consequently (says a writer in 
the Pall Mall Gazette’) his doctrines fail to give full satisfac- 
tion either to 8 or to men of science. His Theism, 


8 to Mr. Mallock, is of a kind which would make th 
a Christian stand on end’; and Mr. Mallock has also 


ite ha whether ok Oliver's conclusions be true or false, 
ing that can be affirmed about them with absolute 
AnaS A that they do not follow from his premises. 
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CLEANSING FIRES. 


Tho Rev, B. J. Snell recently remarked that hell was dos» 

perately real to our fathors, but ‘since the conscience of mankind, 
in these latter days, has forbidden the nao of torture as n 
punishment, even for the worst of criminals, that same con- 
slanca haa forbidden mon to attribute ita usg to the Almighty.’ 
Hence the fading of hell ix oloarly due to the education of 
conscience and the spiritual growth that have taken place during 
the past fifty or sixty yours the very period during which 
Spiritualiom has been disseminating ita gospel of immortality, 
parsonal responsibility, and progress for all, horo and hereafter. 
But because ‘the flery pit“ and ‘the brimatone lake’ are no 
longue believed in, it does not follow that there ix no holl— 
using the word in the sonso of aulloring as a consequence of 
wrongdoing. 

Tho bitterest tears—tho tears of shame which soar the soul, 
which burn the cheeks as they course down thom—are the 
vain, the anguished tears of conscious sin, born of regret for 
folly, for wrong done past retrieving. ‘The loss of self-respect, 
the consciousness of condemnation, the sense of guilt as of a 
traitor, the hopelessness of undoing the past, the bitter pang 
of ‘what might have beon? Aht these are the fires of hell, 
whose bitterness is worse than death, One can never wipe 
from memory page the recollections of wrongs done, although 
in the eternal progres of the soul they may fade into oblivion 
with the low of the memory of the childish experiences of 
earth life, 

Some soula have to be quickened by the lash ; stung into 
solf-consclousnesy by the consequences of wrong. Spirits who 
have baun prisoners in tho sphere of ‘self’ in the after-life, 
declare that they auifered most because of the fact that thoir pains 
were self-inilicted, Tho follies, faults, and misdeeds of their 
lives were thoir own doing, and they cursed their blindness, 
woaknoss, or wickedness, until at last they grow repentant, and 
the relief of the gentle rain of tears, like the waters of hope, 

brought thom returning strength to win their way to liberty. 
h — À p ee: Mera 
jv —_ a 2 
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For the wealth that grief shall yield hiim 
Is the birthright of his soul. 

That ty the true spiritual philosophy. Grief is often a source of 
spiritual strength, The path of progress is one of struggle. 
Hirth-pangs and growing pains affect ns mentally and spirit- 
wally, as well as physically, and we often catch glimpses of the 
mountain tops of beauty through the mist of tears. 

We shall know as we are known 

When the mista have rolled away. 


TRANSITION OF MR. W. P. BROWNE. 


By the paming of Mr, W. P. Browne the London Spiritualist 
Uulaanes and Lian Tose on this aide of the veil another staunch 
-supporter and trusty friend. Mr. Browne had been in failing 
health for some considerable time, and we were not surprised to 
Jarn from a letter received by Mr, Withall from our 
pen friend Mes Browne that her dear husband, after ten days 
of much suffering and distress, passed to spirit life on Friday 
morning, the 16th, Mrs, Browne sya: ‘I know I shall have 
the real sympathy of yourself and staff in a great sorrow, 
although we rejoice at hiv liberation, As he now lies, his face 
has the expression of fnelfable Ponte, so that we go in and out 
constantly to gladden our hoarts with the beautiful sight.’ 
Me, Browne was for many years a Member of the Alliance, 
and souli always be relied upon for kindly help in the promotion 


wt Vee work. r 
quietly, hat cheeringly, expromed his appreciation 

i which bel been dome Another friend has been added to the 
lawl of devoted wurkers oo the other wile for our cause, and 
while we sinseraly eyupathive With Mra Browne to hee loss of 
Lie outward ooimpantaaship, we our avisan friend on 
Wie release frou saifering and on opening before him of a 
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SPIRITUALISM, A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE, 


By W. H, Evana. 


(Continued from page 387.) 


The trend of science is, as we have said, toward the unseen, 
Tt is emphasising the unity of the universe, and in the empha: 
sising of unity, it is omphasising for religion ita central fact, the 
fatt of the existence of God. It is around this thought that all 
forms of religion have been woven, The existence of God is the 
pole-star of the religions mind. And the emphasis which scionce 
is laying upon the unity of the cosmos is perhaps the finest 
contribution which it can give to the religious world, Science 
is still growing, religion still developing, With the idea of 
unity comes a higher realisation of the brotherhood of man. 
This thought of brotherhood is expanding in all directions, as it 
is right it should, and even the animal kingdom is being looked 
on with a new tenderness. 

Closely allied to the thought of unity is the conception of 
law. A great deal has been done by Spiritualists to intro 
duce this conception into the realm of religion. Religious 
thinkers have for centuries placed religion on a miraculous 
basis. ‘The application of scientific thought was fatal 
to this idea. So long as miracle was held to be 
an essential to revelation science could have little to 
do with religion, But when the facts of Spiritualism were 
studied and its students insisted upon the fundamental concep- 
tion of law, a way was opened whereby science and religion 
could approach and supplement each other, This being so, rell. 
gion has nothing to fear from science, for it presents empirical — 
proofs of its influence in the world. By this extension of influ» — 
ence, religion is rendered more potent as a moral and uplifting 
force. This, of course, makes religion of some practical use in 
the world, and it can calmly point to the rapidly accumulating — 
evidence in favour of its essential doctrine of immortality. Whit 
science demanded on this question was proof. Religion mut 
giveit, or the doctrine of immortality must be considered a ben. 
tiful dream and nothing more. That religion is in a position 
give evidence on this question is due to the revival of Spirit- 
ualism And although science has not yet pronounced itself on 
this question, there is ground for great hope in the future, So 
long as science studies the facts of Spiritualism, that is all ve 
peed care about. The pronouncement will follow later. By . 
then the world will be in a more amenable frame of mind for 
considering our philosophy. We have, then, in Spiritualism 4 
scientific basis for religion—a series of facts which point in a 
given direction—ie., the survival of man after bodily death. 
But the proving of this does not always touch the moral nature. 
For studies of this kind are frequently carried on in a 
spirit of detachment, and this is not always conducive to getting 
the best out of the observations made, 

But if the student is earnest he is soon led to other realms, 
He will catch frequent glimpses of other spheres, and ofttimes 
be bewildered at the sight, It is so suggestive, points to such 
stupendous conclusions, that he may well be pardoned for 
exercising caution, ‘Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.’ 
And it is wise that we should have some of that angelic dis- 
cretion which is content to unfold slowly. But contact with the 
gupersensaal realm brings a new light to the soul. Having 
passed the outer court, traversed the temple, we at last stand 
before the holy of holies, the most sacred part of Being. Rever 
ence and awe possess us, for we are about to behold the Divine 
Yet it is but the outer reflection of a light that is within our 
selves. We have passed over the surface, and now have dived 
into the deeps of being. There we have found ‘the pearl of 
great price,’ If ever we had a doubt of the love and wisdom of 
God, it has vanished when we arrived at the state of unfolduent 
where we realised our own divinity. I and the Father are one’ 

It is the teaching of science translated to the realm of religion. 
The unity of the cosmos algo means a unity of hearts, of minis 
and souls. And as the One has become the many, so will the 
many at length realise the unity of the One, and that, after all, 
the One and the many are in unity. This is a fact of oor 
religious life which is potently active in the lives of all thos 
who have awakened to the realisation of their sonship, 
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In Spiritualism we find that religion ia expansive, Although 
cast into many moulds to suit the varying needs und tempera- 
ments of the race, it is only in Spiritualism that we find that 
note of progress sounded that is essential to the health of religion. 
Thore ie no standing still in this universe. Progress and live, 
stagnate and die,’ is the law of being. And even religion must 
sink and become torpid unless it finds room for growth. The 
finality of revelation taught by theologians was fatal to the 
higher development of religion, And it needs no great discern- 
went to see that schemes of theology are enttrely different from 
religion Religion is iustinetive, A man must worship. But 
theology is a production of the intellect coloured by the religious 
instinct, And when there was a dearth of inspiration, the 
{ntellect manufactured formulas and creeds to take its place. 
This was the offering of stones for bread ; of serpents for fish 
But the incursion of the denizens of the spirit world into our 
‘daily life has altered this, and inspiration is being poured out 

anew. So that while creeds are being questioned, dogmas 
vorthrown, there is no decline of true religion, rather is there a 
ming of it. The result is that Spiritualism is performing a 


titcome of the re-discovery in our age of that spirit world 
ed of by the churches. 

Id minister to our spiritual needs and desires. 
the spirit are as real as the needs of the body. 
e the soul is starved, and, bad as a starved 
yed soul is worse. A starved body will 
oul cannot die, and a state of spiritual 
ie that may be manifest in the spirit 
b misery and sorrow of the sufferer. 
lism on its religious side is to minister to 
1 ministry render it more efficient for 
d will be benefited and helped toward a 
m of heaven. 

in the after-death state is dying a natural 
aches the supremacy of the law of pro- 
ent. The religious side of our nature will 
est expression in that other life, But in the 
ell and the devil Spiritualism bas rendered a 
ity that will find its recognition when it is 
he hearts of the people. But to have the fear of 
d the devil removed means that the religious side 
‘expand and grow more and more, and so colour 
social fabric. For the thought of Divine love 
the hearts of men and find its expression in 
truer instincts towards a righteous life. 
devotion are natural to the religious mind. 
o the opening up of new avenues of knowledge, to 
ent of the intuitional nature. Faith in the eternal 
God is natural when the inner light is clear. And 
is temperament develops so do we find that tender- 
clarity of mind unfold also. This is what we 


studied the facts of our psychic life, we are led 
deeper reaches of being. It is here that I feel 
will be of greatest service to the race. For it is not 
ma race of highly developed spiritual men and 
correspondingly spiritual environment, Aud 
on of environment will be the direct outcome of 
pment, and the ushering of the soul into this 
the facts of Spiritualism will mean a re- 
upon a more equitable basis. If thy eye 
Dody will be fall of light.’ Aud for the body 
of light, it is necessary that society act with 
ness. But to the individual soul 

vaters of life, and over all will be 


” 
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handbook containing some such exposition of the philosophy 
and principles of Spiritualism is greatly needed for the 
benetit of inquirers and students alike. We ourselves are 
of the same opinion. The articles in question, if reprinted, 
could be sold at a shilling, and if we have sufficient encourage- 
ment from readers of ‘ Licut' to incur the expense we shall 
ba happy to apia with the wishes of our correspondenta. 
—Ep, © LIGHT) 


IN MEMORY OF MRS, ANNIE BRIGHT, 


An impressive memorial service was held in Melbourne on 
Sunday, June 22nd, at which addresses appreciative of the great 
work performed by Mrs. Annie Bright were given by a number 
of representative speakers, extolling her fearlessness, integrity 
and justice, and paying generous tributes to her buoyant en- 
thusiasm. Special reference was made to her valuable and far- 
reaching work in ‘The Harbinger of Light,’ and the persuasive 
influence of her literary style. 

In the course of the proceedings there was a minute’s silence, 
during which the entire audience were invited to send kindly 
thoughts to the departed sister and wish her speedy progress 
along the spiritual pathway. The effect was one of hushed 
reverence, and could not have failed to impress greatly both 
believer and sceptic. 

The singing of the Doxology and the pronouncement of the 
Benediction closed a very memorable occasion, which demon- 
strated at once the affectionate regard in which Mrs. Bright was 
held by the Spiritualistic body and the high esteem in which she 
was regarded by the public generally. 


CRYSTAL GAZING. 


The following account was made to me orally by Miss 
H. B. B. Afterwards, at my request, she wrote it down 
and sent me the manuscript by post. I quote verbatim from 
her letter which lies before me. 

‘Some years ago a girl L knew very slightly at our painting 
school asked me to take a crystal home and look in it at eight 
o'clock that night. I said I didn’t know how to work it, or what 
to look for. So she said, “Think about me and look.” I forgot 
about it till after ten and then took it out, and after a long 
time began to see cloudsand then clouds tipped with colour, and 
at last I saw a man’s figure, standing with his back to the fire in 
a room with a lamp ona table and some chairs Presently a 
girl came in, in a curious clinging kind of drapery, carrying 
something which she put in front of her on the table and sat 
down. The man bent forward and appeared to be talking 
to her and chafling her as he moved his head as if 
amused. Then he suddenly went out and the girl got up and 
knelt down at the chair with her hands stretched out in front 
of her, and I thought she still carried something (but this 
was not so). Then she went out of view. 

Next day the girl told me she also had forgotten about me, 
till after ten, when she came down to the drawing room in her 
dressing gown, with, I believe, a crystal in her hand. Her father 
did begin to ask her about it and derided her idea, and after he 
had gone she knelt down and said her prayers by the fire, as it 
was a cold night. 

“I looked again for her next night, and saw a girl’s figure, 
evidently out in the wind, mufiled up in a coat and scarf over 
her head, one end of which was blowing out. She carried some- 
thing like a tennis bat. The man with her had on a curious 
shapeless coat, buttoned up round his neck, She said she was 
then walking at that hour to a ping-pong tournament with her 
cousin, who had on his military great coat.’ 

It is interesting to note that Miss H. B. B. recognised no 
one she saw ; if my memory serves me well, she told me she not 
only never recognised the faces, but appeared scarcely to see them. 

F. C. CONSTABLE. 
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„We have sent your letter to Mr. Bush, 
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RATIONALISM AND SPIRITUALISM. 


On the last oceasion of our dealing with that ably- 
written periodical, ‘The Literary Guide and Rationalist 
Reviow,’ we replied to some hostile criticism of our move- 
mont, arising ont of a notice of a book by Admiral Moore. 
It was criticism of a more intelligent type than we usually 
receive, which ranges, as a rule, from the ignorant diatribes 
of the baser sort of newspaper to the compound of slander 
and superstition which usually marks the contribution of 
the ‘pious’ opponent. We have before us the August 
issue of The Literary Guide,’ in which we note an article 
on The Scientific Value of Spiritualism.’ But our interest 
in the Reviow as a whole rather gondol at first to distract 
our nttention from the article, presumably should 
have been the only matter of interest to us in its columns. 
Wo were struck, for instance, by a breezy and pungent 
contribution entitled “Gems of Song,’ ia which certain 
maudlin hymns for children are the subjects of merciless 
(and well-deserved) satire. We were attracted, too, by a 
reference to one of our contributors, Mr. J. Arthur Hill, 
who is well described as ‘a thinker who by reasoning is 
n Rationalist and by temperament a mystic.’ We found 
interest and pleasure in some remarks on Shelley which 
reveal the fact that one may be a Rationalist and yet pre- 
serve an eye (and ear) for fine poetry. In short, we found 
so much to attract us in the keen intellectual atmosphere 
of ‘The Literary Guide’ that it was not until we had 
sayoured its contents generally that we settled down to 
n study of the article directed against the validity of 
Spiritualism, As it is, we ean only deal with it very 
briefly. Tta arguments are clearly expressed, but they are 
not new, being little more than an able re-statement of the 
position of official Science towards psychical phenomena. 
A single passage from the article will sufficiently illustrate 
the writer's position :— 
Sir William Crookes hay a remarkably high reputation as a 
bat when he atmouncel his discovery of radiant 
matter it wax not his supposed trustworthiness that led the 
scientific world to accept it but simply the fact that his experi- 
ments could be repeated at will by whosoever doubted. 

Put into a nutshell, the argument (us we interpret it) 
amounts to this: Sir William Crookes (as well as other 
distinguished scientists) have testified to certain phenomenal 
occurrences which, if they be truly recorded, are, to put it 
very mildly, ont of harmony with the views which official 
Seicuce holds concerning the Universe. These alleged 
occurrences, however, cannot be repeated at will. If we 
call upon any of the deponents to repeat or cause to bo 
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repeated these happenings, as a demonstration of the truth 
of their assertions, they are unable to comply with the 


demand. Therefore we are under no necessity to take any 
account of them. They cannot be included in the scientific 
organon. 


That position is quite familiar to us, and we cheerfully 
admit that, in a small way, it is a quite logical one. It 
has its parallel in the position of the atheist: ‘I deny the 
existence of a God, and am entitled to do so until you who 
affirm it can prove His existence on scientific lines.’ 

“Licut’ has existed now for considerably over thirty 
years. During that time it has published many thousands 
of well-authenticated evidences of the reality of the facts 
for which it stands, to say nothing of almost innumerable 

articles and discussions designed to arrive at some accept 

able rationale of the phenomena observed. So far as the 

“judicial method’ is concerned, we have proved our case 

many times over. But we have never sought to burke the 

fact that, generally speaking, psychic phenomena cannot be 

obtained to order. We are dealing (as we conceive) with 

a condition of things in which another order of life 

impinges upon our own, with manifestations that are more 

or less sporadic, although they can be evoked or, more 

properly speaking, the conditions in which they may 

reasonably be expected to reveal themselves can be fur- 

nished at will. Let it not be forgotten that at intervals 

during the whole of the period of this journal’s existence 

we have published the directions first tabulated by ‘M.A. 

(Oxon)’ for the eliciting of psychic phenomena. Nor 

should it be forgotten that we are dealing with a branch 

of knowledge which is only at its beginnings. We are 

struggling to attain that position which is regarded in some 
quarters as the only criterion of scientific evidence—the 
ability to furnish proof as and when required. The things 
happen—the movement of objects without physical contact, 
clairvoyant visions revealing the future and events occurring 
at a distance, trance-speaking in which the language and 
the thoughts expressed are far above the normal range of 
the speaker, messages purporting to come from ‘the dead’ 
evidential of identity, telepathic communications verified 
by the facts, to mention but a few of the host of psychic 
phenomena with which we are familiar. They do happen, 
although but a tithe of them are recorded, and the pos- 
sibility of determining that they happen is, for the most 
part, within the power of those who question the fact. 
There are delusions and illusions, but there are also 
realities—the instructed Spiritualist is a better authority 
on that question than the most gifted critic who knows all 
about physical science and nothing whatever about psychical 
research. And bere let us say, for it may clear the air 
a little, that we do not regard ourselves as dealing with 
another world having no relation to this, The terminology 
we are forced to use is a fertile source of obscurity. We 
speak of spirits and a spirit world., The spirit, to us, 
is simply a human being in another stage of evolution—the 
spirit world a realm of life as natural as our own, So, at 
least, we conceive, exercising what we are fain to regard as 
the * scientific imagination.’ 

The writer of the article under notice makes great play 
with such names as Kepler, Galileo, Newton, Thomas 
Aquinas, and Duns Scotus. But great names, whether for 
or against our subject, influence us but little. Newton 
may inspire us with his doctrine that Nature is simple and 
never disagrees with herself, and Duns Scotus, ‘the Subtle 
Doctor,’ may set our teeth on edge with ‘haecccity’ and 
other subtleties. But none of them can affect the facts— 
those ‘chiels that winna ding,’ as Burns in a phrase more 
forcible than elegant described them. 
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Thero is a scientist of to-day who set a good example 
to his fellows by investigating the facts of Spiritualism 
before pronouncing upon them. He came away convinced 
of their genuineness and said so, and many years after- 
wards reiterated his conviction of their reality. But as 
he could not easily fit them into any system of scientific 
thinking or construct any satisfactory rationale of what he 
had witnessed, he went back to his physical science. Of 
a less distinguished scientist we understand that he 
abandoned the inquiry at the outset on the ground that to 
pursue it might upset the philosophy of a life-time, But 
these are not typical instances. We have knowledge of 
several scientists who are following up the inquiry with 
a view to placing it at last within the scope of received 
subjects of investigation. That is the task to which our 
own humble efforts are devoted. Theology has almost 
given up trying to frighten us with the ery of Demons!“ 
and Official Science, which used to notice us with a con- 
‘temptuous sniff, now condescends to reason seriously with 
us We understand our methods are at fault, but they are 
lt t we can find—at present. We are hewing a way 
rough and difficult country, but making sure of our 
at every step. So far we have found that we are 
g in a circle, the usual fate of the wanderer in 
orest. The quest has its difficulties, but it has 
‘True, we have not yet been able to formulate 
ete philosophy of life—even for ourselves. But 

T: e we have found life larger than the whole of 
anscending all the dreams of Seers and Mystics, 


of the Law. ‘That, in brief, is our 
pe that at least some of those who gir 
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we had no opposition we should be 
oo was something seriously wrong 


a the real meaning of ‘Science’ . 
confined to that particular intellectual 
e treats? In the latter case, is all of life 
to be measured by this particular pint 
ure? Is it not likely that, with such 
nalism, after destroying the superstitions of 
ed) and leaving its adhorents in the rear 

ss, will find itself in turn left behind by 
vement of thought, weighted with its own 
and superstitions—little less foolish than 
religion which it despises ! 


OR PROGRESS—WHICH?! 


he most noteworthy features of the illuminative 
in the Daily News and Leader’ on Future 
hich has just closed, has been the confession 
in life after death, but of, in the words 
ton Chant, ‘our absolute ignorance’ of that 
cussing the question of the suffering of the 
to us that the question should be deter- 
‘there is survival after death at all. What 
opl arguing about a life respecting which 
tely ignorant? Surely the despised aud 
of Spiritualism would be of some 
sit in darkness, as by its aid they 
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Another striking feature is the fact that, while many 

persons have abandoned the old materialistic ideas of a 
local, blazing hell, a number of them still cling to the idea 
of punishment—for others. The Rev. Canon Horsley 
writes: ‘Any hell, any damnation, or state of loss (how 
people forget that the word damnation simply means loss 
and has no reference to pain) is a man-made condition,’ 
The bulk of the contributors to this symposium have 
expressed their belief in punishment and in a place of 
punishment in the hereafter, although in many cases they 
reject the fiery hell. But this idea of punishment suggests 
other problems, as, for instance, who punishes the wrong- 
doer: when and how? 

Punishment, according to the dictionary, is the act of 
punishing, the infliction of a penalty upon an offender, To 
punish is to impose punishment upon, to afflict with pain, 
loss, or suffering for a crime or fault, as a child is chastised 
for disobedience, ete, But if, as Canon Horsley says, hell 
is ‘a man-made condition’ and man makes his own hell, 
then he experiences the natural, the inevitable consequences 
of his own ignorance, neglect, perversity, folly, vice, or 
crime. When he gets to the other world is he to suffer, 
in addition to these results of his ignorant or wilful (or 
both) misbehaviour, penalties inflicted upon him for his 
earthly disobedience? Or do the consequent limitation, 
loss, and (when he is aroused to realisation) anguish of 
mind or spirit, constitute his hell? In other words, is 
punishment inflicted after death, or is each individual still 
subject to the natural law of consequences? 

Mr. A. C. Benson says that he believes that * wilful, 
continued sin will be strictly and severely punished, but 
not vindictively and cruelly punished,’ and that such 
punishment will be restorative,’ although he is inclined to 
think that ‘no punishment ever really helps any culprit, 
unless the culprit wishes to be punished.’ But he does not 
tell us how this punishment is to be inflicted, or who will 
do the chastising. If punishment never helps except when 
the culprit wishes to be punished, that proves that it is not 
punishment that is needed, but awakening. The fact that 
the culprit e to be punished is proof that he has reached 
the stage of realisation and repentance, at which point 
helpful ministrations will be of greater service than condem- 
nation and chastisement, since punishment, as such, cannot 
benefit either the one who punishes or the punished. The 
repentant prodigal on his homeward way was met with 
loving tenderness, 


It seems to us that the whole idea of retribution and 
reward needs revision. Heaven as a reward and hell as a 
punishment are not parts of the Divine order of Nature. 
The law of growth, or evolution, applies morally and 
spiritually, as well as physically, and the law of use is 
everywhere operative. If we wss our bodies, minds, con- 
sciences and spiritual powers, then by so doing we grow, and 
if we neglect or abuse them we become physically weak 
and mentally infirm of purpose and incapable of achieve- 
ment. We suffer the unavoidable limitation, loss and pain, 
of body, mind and spirit, until, taught by suffering, we 
cease to do evil, and in response to the innate impulse, the 
Divine urge within us, learn to think well, feel well, do 

well and be well. All the good forces of the universe are 
at the disposal of those who, by aspiration and effort, seek 
to do the Will of God. Spirit people are constantly trying 
to teach us that only by purity, goodness, righteousness 
and lovingkindness can we win the kingdom of heaven. 
That we must create that kingdom—the kingdom of 
heaven—within, and then we shall dwell in it, for our 
environment reflects our spiritual state, 

Canon Horsley, in summing up the correspondeuce, 
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recognises that not only is thero ‘a general and salutary 

repudiation ’ of the idea of a materialistic hell, ‘but also of 

the popular idea of a transformation of character created 
by the mere physical act of dying.’ He says :— 

Tt may be hard to believe in immortality—the very word 
makes a silence in our souls—but the world has found it harder 
not to believe in immortality ; nor can it conceive with equa- 
nimity, to say nothing of comfort or joy, of a continued exist- 
ence in which memory, will, and understanding shall cease to 
be, nor of one in which elementary and innate ideas of justice 
would allow the deletion of character or the rendering nugatory 
the consequences of virtuous or evil choice in life. 

Here the Canon recognises to the full what we as 

Spiritualists affirm, that death is but an incident in a 
man’s eternal career, that his status in the beyond is the 
natural sequel to his attainments here. Man goes where he is 
fit to go, to ‘his own place,’ and by the exercise of memory, 
will and understanding, continues the work of his educa- 
tional unfoldment—all his experiences, purgative as well as 
pleasant, here and there, contributing to the formation of 
his character, to the awakening of his spiritual nature, and 
to his uprising into conscious and loving at-one-ment with 
the Divine. 

After referring to the change of opinion which has 
taken place regarding ‘prayers for the dead,’ and the 
declaration of the learned Rabbi Hyamson that ‘there is 
hope even for the reprobates who have passed away im- 
penitent,’ Canon Horsley wisely concludes that 
there remains the ever necessary caution that we avoid ex- 
cessive reaction from what we see to be mistakes in the past, 
and do not do a fresh injustice to the idea of justice by making 
mercy unwedded in the conjugium of righteousness , . 
While vice exists, and not merely sin ; while hedonism perhaps 
increases ; the time is not when warnings are unneeded and 
the prophets should only prophesy smooth things. 


> 8 ae | ie eee ae 
THE OCCULTIST AS REFORMER, 

To the question ‘What have the civil, social, or religious 
institutions of the world to do with the occult?“ the Editor of 
‘The Occult Review thus replies in the August number: — 

The forces that underlie the mechanism of human life, in 
their last resort, are all occult, and occultism pulls the strings of 

. . Every institution that is behind the intellectual 
level of the day acts necessarily as a retarding influence, Every 
idea of God, every conception of the duty of man, which can 
no 1 act as n life-giving principle to the human race, is 
from the occultist’s standpoint n hindrance to development and 
needa to be replaced by some higher conception of duty or of 
divinity. It is for this reason that, so long as the human race 
continues on the road of progression, the occultist is by his very 
nature a reformer, Whether in the reali of sociology, politics or 
rel and most of all in that of religion. For wherever 

matters are concerned, the highest spiritual need is ever 
putting before the world of an ideal higher and nobler than has 
ever yet been attained, The religious conception must be a thing 
to be lived up to, or it is nothing at all. You cannot live up to 
that which is beneath you, not even to please your grandmother. 
The causa of revolutions lies always in the fact that traditional 
cosa re inatitutions have remained unaltered and 
unmodified th too long a period of time, and in consequence 
the change, when it comes, is bound to be violent, modification 
being no longer practicable owing to the discrepancy between 
the institution and the social or religious development of the 
that uphold it; and abolition, followed by reconstruction, 

g therefore the only possible remedy. 

There is much in the above article with which we are in 

cordial sympathy, but individual moral and spiritual advance» 

ment necessitates co-operative endeavour to right wrongs and to 

place society on a more just basia * Occultiam,’ according to the 

dictionary, merely means a belief in hidden and mysterious 
powers and the possibility of subjecting them to human control, 
Tf that definition be correct, ita profession doce not necessarily 
inply superiority to the apirit of self-interest ; nor do we quite 
see Why the higher altruism should be identified specially with 
Occultism any more’ than with Spiritualism, Buddhism or 
Christianity, 
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THE CRUCIFIXION—PHYSICAL OR ONLY 
SPIRITUAL? 


Regarded from the orthodox point of view, some of the state- 
ments contained in Mr. A. F. Orchard’s article in the July 
*Co-Mason’ on The Symbol of the Cross’ are of a revolutionary 
character. It is, no doubt, the case, as he states, that in the 
Western world, where Christianity is the chief religion, many 
people regard the Cross as exclusively Christian, while some 
people even believe it had its origin in the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ.’ Mr. Orchard 
points out that “the majority of Masons are well aware that the 
Cross is a symbol of the highest antiquity, revered by all nations 
as an emblem of the Most High.’ But while willing to go with 
him so far, not all of our readers will be prepared to admit his 
final conclusion, although, if it be correct, it should be made as 
widely known as possible, since truth is the only authority, 
After tracing the history of the Cross in different parts of the 
world, he proceeds :— 

Its origin may be said to be planetary or even pre-planetary; 
as Plato truly said—'God geometrises.’ We see this fact all 
through Nature. In the arrangement of the atoms, in every 
snowllake crystal, and in every tree, we see the Cross revealed, 
The idea of the figure on the Cross is a later addition, and 
evidently originated with the ancient Hindus, who pictured their 
God Vittoba (a form of Vishnu) asa man crucified in space. 
The Crucifixion is a spiritual, not a physical, fact in Nature, and 
symbolises a sacrifice, which, in its real essence, is joyful and 
willing—as was the sacrifice of the Logos at the foundation of 
the world—as was the sacrifice of each divine Saviour who came 
to help and teach the children of men. . It is a great 
cosmic and mystic sacrifice that is continually being re- 
enacted, because sacrifice is the law of life. Then 
was not Jesus crucified? There are no authentic records 
of his crucifixion from contemporary writers except the 
one by Josephus, which is obviously an insertion. Neither can 
the Gospel story be said to confirm it, as the various floating 
traditions were only put together late in the second century aud 
embodied in the four Gospels, whose accounts are all contri- 
dictory. . . ‘Then, again, the early Christians had no knov- 
ledge of a crucified Saviour. They revered the Cross—as the 
way, the truth, and the life—and they worshipped Jesus as the 
Lamb. In time the Lamb was pictured as leaning against the 
Cross, until about 680 A.D., at the Sixth Synod of Constanti- 
nople, it was decided to substitute the figure of the Man forthe 
Lamb’ (Williamson’s ‘Great Law,’ p. 116). This is farther 
supported by the fact that ‘in the Christian iconography of the 
Catacombs no figure of aman appears upon the Cross during the 
first six or seven centuries. There are all forms of the Cros 
except that’ (‘Secret Doctrine,’ II., p.620). .. Thus there was 
no physical crucifixion of Jesus; all we know with certainty 
is that he was put to death by his countrymen after a few short 
years of public ministry. The Crucifixion is simply the fourth 
of the five great stages enacted by every world Saviour in his 
evolutionary path to perfection, These stages are the Virgin 
Birth, Baptism, Transfiguration, Crucifixion, Resurrection and 
Ascension, and they correspond to the five great initiations of 
antiquity which were lived in the greater mysteries by the 
initiates and dramatised in the pseudo mysteries, As these five . 


Of course these ideas are erroneous, 


great stages are cosmic and universal, the Logos is said to enact 
them in manifesting in and bringing His universe to perfection. 

‘These five great cosmic stages have been believed by Christians 
to be physical experiences relating to the life of a single man, 
thus grossly materialising them and robbing them of their uni» 
versal significance. The Virgin Birth, Crucifixion and Resur- 
rection especially have been degraded out of all recognition by 
being regarded as physical facts. 

The difficulty in this matter is, it appears to us, to disentangle 
the historical facts from the mystical accretions. Mr, Orchard 


strikes us as being too positive. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


antun (Wanwick).—We doubt whether there is anything 
abnormal in your experience with the plaster bust, We have 
had a similar experience. The stains or discolourations seem tò 
be removed by the scrubbing, but reappear as the plaster dries — 
Try india-rubber, or turpentine, or ammonia, 
* Skvenap correapondents have failed to comply with the rule 
that letters intended for insertion in ‘Licit' must be accom: — 
panied by the name and address of the writers, not necewarily 
for publication but as a guarantee of good faith, This will — 
explain the non-appearance of their communications, 


August 23, 1913.) 


ITEMS OF INTEREST. 


As in New Testament times, there are still those who think 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. It is rather 
amusing to read in the Pentecostal paper, ‘ Confidence,’ that at 
the International Convention held at Sunderland last May, the 
following hint to these long-praying folk was put up in front of 
the platform :—'Friends who are praying at a considerable 
length will not, we trust, take it unkindly if we sing quietly 
some helpful chorus. This may apply also to prayers which 
cannot be heard and joined in by the audience.’ 


A report is going the rounds of the press that a Sicilian 
named Carmelo Samona and his wife, some time ago, 

"lost their five-year-old daughter, and, a short time afterwards, 
ata Spiritualistic séance, the dead child, they declare, told her 
mother that she would be reborn on Christmas Day in the 
following year. At a second séance she announced “ there will 
be two of us—myself and another.“ The story continues: 
‘On Christmas Day, fourteen months after the date of the last 
sance, Signora Samonn gave birth to twins, both girls, one of 
whom bore on the face three marks identical with marks on the 
face of the dead child, and after a year commenced to manifest 
y the same moral and physical tendencies, The two chil- 
are now two years old,’ If this be correct, what becomes 
ertion that the interval between lives is some hundreds 
The story lacks exactness and corroboration, and if 
y given as regards the main facts, the similarity of the 
narks and the tendencies of the two children are insuffi- 
ce of reincarnation, since the similarities might 


mdon conjurer, who writes in ‘The Daily Sketch, 
showman of nearly twenty-five years’ standing, I 
many sdances of a medium, possibly the same 
Mies Lind-af-Hageby. I first went to scoff, 
over his “ tricks,” but I was quickly convinced of his 
have through his mediuimship been able to converse, 
best conditions, with the members of my family 
dto the great beyond. Far from being “silly,” 
me help and comfort, and have convinced me, 
rmed Atheist, of the truth of the after life.’ 


a 
‘ago it was stated in America that Mr. J. W. Fletcher, 
trouble in London some thirty years ago, and who 
$a palmist in New York of late years, had committed 
r than be arrested by the police during a raid on 
‘that city. The ‘New York Herald’ in June last 
his was nota case of suicide, as when Dr. George 
ical examiner, performed an autopsy he was unable 
ny traces of poison He sent the organs to a Dr. Emerson, 
that they contained no traces of poison. Apparently 
ppearance of the police with a warrant charging Mr. 
h offences of which his friends assert he was innocent 
hock which resulted in death from heart disease. 
is confident that this theory is correct. 


ourse of a review, in Brotherhood for August, of 
0 v 's book on ‘John Greenleaf Whittier,’ L. V. II. 
ys: ‘While Whittier was mystical, he appears to 
in no way psychical. Because of their common 
he welfare of the slave, there was a strong bond of 

Harriet Beecher Stowe and himself, and she and 
d sometimes sit until the small hours of the 
ng of the political horizon, the prospects of eman- 
„ Psychical mysteries and ghost stories, upon which the 
fe with personal intuition, Wich an assumed 

ealousy, Whittier would mourn that the spirits would 

idding, but always left him severely alone.’ 


fhe Progressive Thinker’ of August 2nd Mrs. M. E. 
r gives a full report of the funeral obsequies of 
; and she truly says: ‘In the passing out from 
of expression of my father, B. B. Hill, there has gone 
world one whose motto was, “Not words but 
Wherever known his earnest labours commanded 
pect and esteem of all, both in the ranks of 
n the industrial world, where he was recog- 
at. factors, and affectionately called the 
Stamp Industry.” One by one the pioneers 
ay remain must carry on the work with 
our because of their absence,’ 


—_l__ 


tribute to Mr. Hill, After 
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quoting Benjamin Franklin's aphorism that a man is never 

truly born until he is dead, he continued: Our departed 

brother could sympathise with that other utterance of the same 

great man when he said, speaking of his own death, “The 

original volume will not, as I believe, be lost, but it will appear 
again in a new and more beautiful edition, corrected and revised 
by its Author.“ And so to-night let us gather up the truth for 
which our brother stood and for which we stand, and go from 
this presence feeling as never before the great lesson for all 
humanity that each life will appear then in a new and more 
beautiful edition, corrected and revised by the Author ; that 
when life on earth is finished for each one of us, only the first 
volume of it has been completed, and on its final page will be 
written for us all,“ To be continued.“ 


Mr. G. Herbert Whyte, writing in The Referee,’ says he 
believes thut there is a memory of Nature in which nothing ia 
lost, and, given the right conditions, it may be recovered’ He 
says, ‘I know of a case in which a splinter of stone from Stone- 
henge, given to a psychometrist who was in complete ignorance 
as to what it was, formed a sufficient chain of connection for 


this psychometrist to detail a vision of Druid processions and 
ceremonies,’ 


The correspondence in The Referee’ on reincarnation is 
headed ‘Is Reincarnation Scientific?’ but since science is 
ascertained and systematised truth, and since, as is admitted by 
its advocates, reincarnation is not susceptible of proof, the 
answer must be a negative one. Whatever else reincarnation 
may be—a faith, a theory, a philosophic speculation, or a 
doctrine—it is not a scientific fact or a demonstrated truth. It 
may be accepted and believed—one may hope or fear to be re- 
incarnated—but as to its being scientific—well, hardly ! 


Mrs. Ella Wheeler Wilcox, in the course of an interview with 
the representative of ‘The Christian Commonwealth,’ which 
appeared in that journal on the 13th inst., Aid: All artists find 
that their art chooses them. Poetry chose me. My poems are 
sent to me? Referring to her poem called Illusion, she 
mentioned that it was the clearest demonstration that she ever 
had of occult influences at work to help her in her writing, and 
she regarded it as ‘the product of the subconscious and the 
invisible helpers.’ 


The great Medical Congress has come and gone, and it is to be 
hoped that much good will result from the deliberations of the 
learned men who assembled from all parts of the world. Per- 
haps the most hopeful feature of the gathering was the evidence 
it afforded of a growing disposition to encourage efforts to 
prevent disease and maintain health. More attention might 
have been paid to the great value of thought culture and of the 
preservation of a hopeful, cheerful, kindly mental attitude. 
Self-suggestion has not yet been fully recognised as one of the 
most valuable assets that we possess. There can be no doubt 
that ignorance, dirt, folly and fear are the main causes of the 
bulk of the suffering which toa considerable extent we inflict 
upon ourselves, and that by sanitation, temperance, purity and 
optimistic altruism we can largely govern ourselves, secure 
healthy conditions, banish disease, and be glad that we are alive. 
Teachers, preachers, statesmen, parents, and all who love their 
kind and would bring health, peace, wisdom, and joy into life 
on earth, thus making it truly worth living, must in the future 
co-operate in the work of enlightenment, education and emanci- 
pation and in that way help man to be nt home in this world— 
the happy guest of God, enjoying all the beauties and blessings 
which He so bountifally supplies for all. 


In ‘Healthward Ho“ Mra. Eustace Miles deals with“ Mind 
Holidays.’ She says: My husband and I have lately quite 
transformed our lat by altering its arrangement entirely.’ They 
turned bedrooms into sitting-rooms and sitting-rooms into bed- 
rooms by altering the furniture and having new wall-papers, 
and then they felt as if they had been away for a holiday! She 
suggests, for the benefit of those unable to go from home, other 
little holiday changes, such as altering the hours for meals and 
the kind of meals usually taken, for, as an old classic says, 
* Change of dict is as good as change of air.’ They might fore- 
stall the passing of the Daylight Saving Bill,’ and see what the 
early daylight would do for them, Amongst all the beautiful 
sights of Nature there was nothing approaching the glories of the 
summer sunrise. Further, a book could transport the spirit 
into new worlds, and works might be read which could not be 
dealt with during business days The true holiday, at home or 
away, must first begin from within, In order really to rest, one 
must think and dwell on quiet words with quiet meanings. 
Another way was mentally to detach one's self from scenes that 


worry and depress, and open the mental eye to calm and l 
EE ren Se ental eye mand restfu 


all. 
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recognises that not only is there ‘a general and salutary 

repudiation ’ of the idea of a materialistic hell, but also of 

the popular idea of a transformation of character created 
by the mere physical act of dying.’ He says :— 

It may be hard to believe in immortality—the very word 
makes a silence in our souls—but the world has found it harder 
not to believe in immortality ; nor can it conceive with equa- 
nimity, to say nothing of comfort or joy, of a continued exist- 
ence in which memory, will, and understanding shall cease to 
be, nor of one in which elementary and innate ideas of justice 
would allow the deletion of character or the rendering nugatory 
the consequences of virtuous or evil choice in life. 

Here the Canon recognises to the full what we as 
Spiritualists affirm, that death is but an incident in a 
man's eternal career, that his status in the beyond is the 
natural sequel to his attainments here. Man goes where he is 
fit to go, to his own place,’ and by the exercise of memory, 
will and understanding, continues the work of his educa- 
tional unfoldment—all his experiences, purgative as well as 
pleasant, here and there, contributing to the formation of 
his character, to the awakening of his spiritual nature, and 
to his uprising into conscious and loving at-one-ment with 
the Divine. 

After referring to the change of opinion which has 
taken place regarding ‘prayers for the dead,’ and the 
declaration of the learned Rabbi Hyamson that ‘there is 
hope even for the reprobates who have passed away im- 
penitent,’ Canon Horsley wisely concludes that 
there remains the ever necessary caution that we avoid ex- 
cessive reaction from what we see to be mistakes in the past, 
and do not doa fresh injustice to the idea of justice by making 
mercy unwedded in the conjugium of righteousness , . 
While vice exists, and not merely sin ; while hedonism perhaps 
increases ; the time is not when warnings are unneeded and 
the prophets should only prophesy smooth things. 


T een eee. 8, 
THE OCCULTIST AS REFORMER. 
$ - 

To the question What have the civil, social, or religious 
institutions of the world to do with the occult! the Editor of 
The Occult Review’ thus replies in the August number :— 

The forces that underlie the mechanism of human life, in 


vel of the day acts necessarily as a retarding influence. Every 
idea of God, every conception of the duty of man, which can 
no act as a | ving principle to the human race, is 
tom AM epee to development and 


needs to Le replaced by some h 


“ebabiones on thé Todd oll progression, the occalilst is by his very 


that which is you, not even to please your grandmother. 
cause of revolutions lies always in the fact that traditional 
unaltered and 


the change, when it comes, is bound to be violent, modification 
being no longer practicable owing to the discrepancy between 
development of the 


ople that uphold it ; and abolition, followed by reconstruction, 
‘There is much in the above article with which we are in 
cordial sympathy, but individual moral and spiritual advance- 
ment necessitates co-operative endeavour to right wrongs and to 
place society on a more just basis ‘ Occultism,’ according to the 
‘merely means a belief in hidden and mysterious 
powers and the possibility of subjecting them to human control. 
If that definition be correct, its profession does not necessarily 
imply superiority to the spirit of self-interest ; nor do we quite 
wee why the higher altruism should be identified specially with 
Occultism any more than with Spiritualism, Buddhism or 
Christianity. 
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THE CRUCIFIXION—PHYSICAL OR ONLY 
SPIRITUAL? 


Regarded from the orthodox point of view, some of the stay 
ments contained in Mr. A. F. Orchard’s article in the Joy 
*Co-Mason' on The Symbol of the Cross’ ave of a revolutionary 
character. It is, no doubt, the case, as he states, that in th 
Western world, where Christianity is the chief religion, may 
people regard the Cross as exclusively Christian, while wey 
people even believe it had its origin in the crucifixion of Jess 
Christ.’ Mr. Orchas/ 
points out that ‘the majority of Masons are well aware that ge 
Cross is a symbol of the highest antiquity, revered by all nstiss 
as an emblem of the Most High.’ But while willing to go wig 
him so far, not all of our readers will be prepared to admitió 
final conclusion, although, if it be correct, it should be madea 
widely known as possible, since truth is the only autboiy 
After tracing the history of the Cross in different parts of th 
world, he proceeds: 

Its origin may be said to be planetary or even pre-planetsy, 
as Plato truly said — God geometrises.’ We see this fata 
through Nature. In the arrangement of the atoms, in ery 
snowflake crystal, and in every tree, we see the Cross revealel 
The idea of the figure on the Cross is a later addition, ss! 
evidently originated with the ancient Hindus, who pictured thei 
God Vittoba (a form of Vishnu) asa man crucified in space. 
The Crucifixion is a spiritual, not a physical, fact in Nature, wo! 
symbolises a sacrifice, which, in its real essence, is joyful ant 
willing—as was the sacrifice of the Logos at the foundation d 
the world—as was the sacrifice of each divine Saviour who cam 
to help and teach the children of men. It is a great 
cosmic and mystic sacrifice that is continually being re 
enacted, because sacrifice is the law of life Ths 
was not Jesus crucified? There are no authentic record 
of his crucifixion from contemporary writers except the 
one by Josephus, which is obviously an insertion. Neither as 
the Gospel story be said to confirm it, as the various floating 
traditions were only put together late in the second century af 
embodied in the four Gospels, whose accounts are all eval 
dictory. . . Then, again, the early Christians bad no kum- 
ledge of a crucified Saviour. They revered the Cros te 
way, the truth, and the life—and they worshipped Jesus the 
Lamb, In time the Lamb was pictured as leaning agains the 
Cross, ‘until about 680 A.D., at the Sixth Synod of Cotti. 
nople, it was decided to substitute the figure of the Man forthe 
Lamb? (Williamson’s ‘Great Law,’ p. 116). This is farther 
supported by the fact that ‘in the Christian iconography of the 
Catacombs no figure of aman appears upon the Cross daring le 
first six or seven centuries. There are all forms of the (W 
except that (‘Secret Doctrine,’ II., p.620). .. Thus there vu 
no physical crucifixion of Jesus; all we know with certainty 
is that he was put to death by his countrymen after a few short 
years of public ministry. The Crucifixion is simply the foar 
of the five great stages enacted by every world Saviour in bis 
evolutionary path to perfection. These stages are the Virgis 
Birth, Baptism, Transfiguration, Crucifixion, Resurrection aul 
Ascension, and they correspond to the five great initiations d 
antiquity which were lived in the greater mysteries by the 
initiates and dramatised in the pseudo mysteries. As these five 
great stages are cosmic and universal, the Logos is said to emed 
thei in manifesting in and bringing His universe to perfection. . 

These five great cosmic stages have been believed by Christian 
to be physical experiences relating to the life of a single mas, 
thus grossly materialising them and robbing them of their usi- 
versal significance. The Virgin Birth, Crucifixion and Resr- 
rection especially have been degraded out of all recognition ly 
being regarded as physical facts. 

The difficulty in this matter is, it appears to us, to disentangh 
the historical facts from the mystical accretions. Mr. Orchw! 
strikes us as being too positive. 


Of course these ideas are erroneous. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Earr (Warwick).—We doubt whether there is 
abnormal in your experience with the plaster bust. We hay 
had a similar experience. The stains or discolourations seem t 
be removed by the scrubbing, but reappear as the plaster dris 
Try india-rubber, or turpentine, or ammonia. 

* SEVERAL correspondents have failed to comply with 

that letters intended for insertion in pee AN 1 
panied by the name and address of the writers, not necessarily 
for publication but as a guarantee of good faith. This wil 
explain the non-appearance of their communications 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST, 


As in New Testament times, there are still those who think 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. It is rather 
amusing to read in the Pentecostal paper, ‘Confidence,’ that at 
the International Convention held at Sunderland last May, the 
following hint to these long-praying folk was put up in front of 
the platform: — Friends who are praying at a considerable 
length will not, we trust, take it unkindly if we sing quietly 
some helpful chorus, This may apply also to prayers which 
cannot be heard and joined in by the audience.’ 


A report is going the rounds of the press that a Sicilian 
doctor named Carmelo Samona and his wife, some time ago, 
"lost their five-year-old daughter, and, a short time afterwards, 
ata Spiritualistic séance, the dead child, they declare, told her 
mother that she would be reborn on Christmas Day in the 
following year. At a second séance she announced there will 
be two of us—myself and another.“ The story continues: 
‘On Christmas Day, fourteen months after the date of the last 
sance, Signora Samona gave birth to twins, both girls, one of 
whom bore on the face three marks identical with marks on the 
‘face of the dead child, and after a year commenced to manifest 
exactly the same moral and physical tendencies. The two chil- 
‘dren are now two years old.“ If this be correct, what becomes 
‘of the assertion that the interval between lives is some hundreds 
‘df years? The story lacks exactness and corroboration, and if 
ely given as regards the main facts, the similarity of the 
marks and the tendencies of the two children are inswfi- 
ntas evidence of reincarnation, since the similarities might 


d London conjurer, who writes in ‘The Daily Sketch,’ 
a showman of nearly twenty-five years’ standing, I 
ded many scances of a medium, possibly the same 
by Miss Lind-af-Hageby. I first went to scoff, 
cover his tricks,“ but I was quickly convinced of his 
| have through his mediumship been able to converse, 
test conditions, with the members of my family 
to the great beyond. Far from being “silly,” 
e help and comfort, and have convinced me, 
med Atheist, of the truth of the after life.’ 


pil Was stated in America that Mr. J.W, Fletcher, 
mble in London some thirty years ago, and who 
] nist in New York of late years, had committed 
than be arrested by the police during a raid on 
t city. The ‘New York Herald’ in June last 
is not a case of suicide, as when Dr. George 
examiner, performed an autopsy he was unable 
paces of poison He sent the organs to a Dr. Emerson, 
that they contained no traces of poison. Apparently 
arance of the police with a warrant charging Mr. 
ffences of which his friends assert he was innocent 
which resulted in death from heart disease. 
s confident that this theory is correct. 


9 


e of a review, in Brotherhood for August, of 
's book on ‘John Greenleaf Whittier,’ L. V. H. 
“While Whittier was mystical, he appears to 
in no way psychical. Because of their common 
welfare of the slave, there was a strong bond of 
Harriet Beecher Stowe and himself, and she and 
sometimes sit until the small hours of the 
ting of the political horizon, the prospects of eman- 
hical mysteries and ghost stories, upon which the 
è with personal intuition. With an assumed 
lousy, Whittier would mourn that the spirits would 
idding, but always left him severely alone.’ 


Progressive Thinker’ of August 2nd Mrs M. E. 
tives a full report of the funeral obsequies of 
B. Hill, and she truly says: ‘In the passing out from 
of expression of my father, B. B. Hill, there has gone 
world one whose motto was, Not words but 
nt” Wherever known his earnest labours commanded 
d respect and esteem of all, both in the ranks of 
Jism and in the industrial world, where he was recog- 
one of its great factors, and affectionately called the 
of the Hand-Stamp Industry.” One by one the pioneers 
è We who remain mast carry on the work with 
men d vigour because of their absenve.’ 
* 


1 service at Chicago, Dr. G. B. Warne 


apm 


-deserved tribute to Mr. Hill. After 
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quoting Benjamin Franklin's aphorism that ‘a man is never 
truly born until he is dead, he continued: “Our departed 
brother could sympathise with that other utterance of the same 
great man When he said, speaking of hie own death, The 
original volume will not, as T believe, be lost, tat it will appear 
again in a new and more beautiful edition, corrected and revised 
hy its Author.” And so to-night let us gather up the truth for 
which our brother stood and for which we stand, and go from 
this presence feeling as never before the great lesom for all 
humanity that each life will appear then in a new and mòre 
beautiful edition, corrected and revised by the Author ; that 
when life on earth is finished for each one of us, only the first 
volume of it has been completed, and on ite final page will be 
written for us all, To be continues.“ 


Mr. G. Herbert Whyte, writing in The Referee,’ sys he 
believes that there is a memory of Nature in which nothing is 
lost, and, given the right conditions, it may be recovered.’ He 
says, ‘I know of a case in which a splinter of stone from Stone- 
henge, given to a psychometrist who was in complete ignorance 
as to what it was, formed a sufficient chain of connection for 
this paychometrist to detail a vision of Druid processions and 
ceremonies,” 

The correspondence in ‘The Referee’ on reincarnation is 
headed ‘Is Reincarnation Scientific ?' but since science is 
ascertained and systematised truth, and since, as is admitted by 
its advocates, reincarnation is not susceptible of proof, the 
answer must be a negative one. Whatever else reincarnation 
may be—a faith, a theory, a philosophic speculation, or 3 
doctrine—it is not a scientific fact or a demonstrated truth. It 
may be accepted and believed—one may hope or fear to be re- 
incarnated—but as to its being scientific—well, hardly 


Mra. Ella Wheeler Wilcox, in the course of an interview with 
the representative of ‘The Christian Commonwealth,’ which 
appeared in that journal on the 13th inst., said : All artists find 
that their art chooses them. Poetry chose me. My poems are 
sent to me.’ Referring to bet poem called ‘Illusion,’ she 
mentioned that it was the clearest demonstration that she ever 
had of occult influences at work to help her in her writing, and 
she regarded it as the product of the subconscious and the 
invisible helpers.’ 


The great Medical Congress has come and gone, and it is to be 
hoped that much good will result from the deliberations of the 
learned men who assembled from all parts of the world. Per- 
haps the moat hopeful feature of the gathering was the evidence 
it afforded of a growing disposition to encourage efforts to 
prevent disease and maintain health. More attention might 
have been paid to the great value of thought culture and of the 
preservation of a hopeful, cheerful, kindly mental attitude. 
Self-suggestion has not yet been fully recognised as one of the 
most valuable assets that we possess. There can be no doubt 
that ignorance, dirt, folly and fear are the main causes of the 
bulk of the suffering which toa considerable extent we inflict 
upon ourselves, and that by sanitation, temperance, purity and 
optimistic altraism we can largely govern ourselves, secure 
healthy conditions, banish disease, and be glad that we are alive. 
Teachers, preachers, statesmen, parents, and all who love their 
kind and would bring health, peace, wisdom, and joy into life 
on earth, thus making it truly worth living, must in the future 
co-operate in the work of enlightenment, education and emanci- 
pation and in that way help man to be ut home in this world 

the happy guest of God, enjoying all the beauties and blessings 
which He so bountifully supplies for all. 


In ‘Healthward Ho’ Mrs. Eustace Miles deals with Mind 
Holidays.’ She says: ‘My husband and I have lately quite 
transformed our flat by altering ite arrangement entirely.’ They 
turned bedrooms into sitting-rooms ani sitting-rooms into bed- 
rooms by altering the furniture and having new wall-papers, 
and then they felt as if they had been away for a holiday! She 
suggests, for the benefit of those unable to go from home, other 
little holiday changes, such as altering the hours for meals and 
the kind of meals usually taken, for, as an old classic sys, 
Change of diet is as good as change of air.’ They might fore- 

stall the passing of the Daylight Saving Bill, and see what the 
early daylight would do for them. Amongst all the beautiful 
sights of Nature there was nothing approaching the glories of the 
sunimer sunrise. Further, a book could transport the spirit 
into aew worlds, and works might be read which could not be 
dealt with during business daya The true holiday, at home or 
away, must first begin from within. In order really to rest, one 

must think and dwell on quiet words with quiet meanings 

Another way was mentally to detach one’s self from scenes that 

worry and depress, and open the mental eye to calm and restful 

thoughts and happy memories 
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M. C., writing in The Daily Citizen’ on the 15th inst., 
quotes Mr. F. L. Rawson as his authority for asserting that the 
subconscious mind is little, if anything, short of being all-knowing, 
for Mr. Rawson claims that it ‘knows everything in the material 
world, past, present and future.’ What a pity the ‘sub’ cannot 
transfer that knowledge to the ordinary self. What an immense 
amount of trouble we should be saved if only the ‘sub’ self 
would come to the surface and take charge of the ordinary man. 
M. C. says, All that is required is true mental working to 
cause the conscious mind to vibrate synchronously with the sub- 
conscious mind, when a man knows the thing consciously.’ AU 
that is required—a very big ‘all’ apparently, since no one has 
ever achieved that simultaneous vibration. It sounds well in 
theory—but ! 


Mr. Rawson settles another problem in his off-hand masterful 
manner. He says, ‘The results obtained by Spiritualists are 
simply due to the intensification of human concepts by the so- 
called mind of the medium, and in some cases by the minds ” 
of those present. There is no question as to the phenomena 
of “Spiritualism,” . . but the method by which Spiritualistic 
results are obtained is absolutely wrong, being the exact 
opposite of true mental spiritual working . . and not only 
foolish but horrible and dangerous results are obtained, as well 
as those which appear to be good ; for the phenomena depend 
upon the individual condition of the medium and those present.’ 


Comment is n 


In the August number of ‘The International Psychic 
Gazette’ the Editor, from his Outlook Tower, reviews, with 
che reincarnation discussion in The 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

The Editor is not re sponsible Sor the opinions expressed by corrapn- 
dents, and sometimes publishes what he does not agre with for 
the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discustion 
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writer 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but a a 


guarantee of good faith. 


Current Topics, 


| 


Sin. —I heartily agree with your remarks concerning the aser. | 


tion made by the vicar of Cheshunt (p. 393). How peopletry 
turn and twist God to make Him appear in a favourable light 
according to their ideas of justice—ideas utterly at variance with 
His noble clemency! When the floor of a theatre gallery o- 
lapses, the bigot calls it ‘a judgment,’ but when a similar cat 
trophe occurs at a religious tea - meeting, it is called God's loving 
chastisement,’ even though the chosen get broken necks! 


Yours, &c., — 
2. P. PRENTICE 


Srr,—I am looking forward with interest to the promis 
paper by Mr. James Coates on Perplexities in Spiritualism’ 
I have always hoped that Mrs. Wriedt’s most remarkable fona 
of mediumship might give rise to some interesting investigations 
into the methods employed on the other side. The fact that all 
who have met, or sat with, Mrs. Wriedt invariably begin any 
account of their experiences by saying ‘I am absolutely convinced 
of the bona fides of Mrs. Wriedt herself,’ not only clears the ground 
for serious investigation, but makes the latter a far more 
gracious and pleasant task. I trust that Mr. Coates’ paper may 
include this fertile ground for discussion. I have too much 
confidence in Mrs. Wriedt as an absolutely sincere and troth- 
loving woman to suppose for one moment that she would resent 
that free discussion as to what takes place at her sittings (sa 
the other side) which can alone add to our knowledge and help to 
bridge the gulf between incarnate and discarnate. Surely the 
opportunities given to us through Mrs. Wriedt demand some 
thing more from us in return than merely tabulating ow 
experiences, whether as regards our own friends and relation 
or those of the other sitters. Necessary as this may be, ow 
labours must not end here if we would be worthy of the 
privileges that have been given tous. Even should Mrs. Wriedt 
consider that her own special mission is confined to the sad and 
sorrowful with whom she comes in immediate contact on both 
sides of the veil, I believe she is the last person to wish the 
light she has brought to us to be confined within the bounds of 
her own personality. There must be free and fearless investi- 
gation and discussion if the torch is to be handed on to others in 
the future, when she herself may be no longer available for this 
special work. 

As regards Dr. Wallace’s remarks about faking with 
flocculent material, probably cotton wool,’ I am reminded of 
an experience in Rome some years ago. The Editor of Licut’ 
gave me an introduction to Signor Volpi, who at that time was 
editing the Italian paper, Luce e Ombra, in Rome. I took à 
friend (Countess di Brazza) with me to visit him and we heard 
much of interest, and finally he showed us some ‘supernormal 
pictures’ of his own. 

Tn the course of our talk over these pictures that same eren- 
ing my friend said, J consider the most interesting of them all 
was the one where you saw, thrown like a veiling over the sf. 
(or chair), that curious white stuff that reminds one of the 
inside of a sheep or lamb in a butcher's shop. I mean the white 
sort of membrane with little bits of white fat sticking to it— 
do you remember?’ 

I remembered perfectly but had been too much taken up by 
the faces themselves to have given as much heed to this as my 
intelligent friend had done. 

I have since noticed something of the same kind, ona smaller 
scale, surrounding photographs of mine, obtained through Mt 
Boursnell, and he explained that it was the ‘etheric stuff’ usl 
by the spirits in materialising the entities sufficiently to affect the 
sensitive plates. I may have mentioned this Roman photograph 
to my friend Dr. Wallace. In any case, I was reminded dl 
my visit to Signor Volpi when reading of the ‘floceuleat 
material’ in Dr. Wallace’s recent letters. 


may mention that most of the photographs I obtained per 


I 
sonally with Mr. Boursnell depend for their evidential value va 
internal evidence, and that all the faking in the world could nst 
have farnished this evidence. In the most striking case, the 
woman died more than thirty yours ago, and wu 


never 
dear old nurse, and the likeness obtained through Mr, B. 

(who never heard of her) was an admirable one.—Yours, &, 
E. Katianixe Bares 


to my certain knowledge. She watmy 
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‘The Genesis of the Ego.’ 


Sin,—I thank Mr. Venning for his appreciation of my 
articles on ‘The Genesis of the Ego.’ His comments on a 
Aatement made therein that ‘hunger, thirst, bodily pain, 
fatigue and sensual emotions belong to the flesh’ show how 
difficult it is for the most advanced of us to cure the tendency 
to take the letter and not the spirit of words. 

Of course, the spirit feels these emotions, and in that sense 
they appertain to the spirit. But they are not essentially of the 
spirit, because in the spirit planes no material food is required 
and there is no physical body to feel pain, disease or carnal 
desires, although recollection of these may be retained for a time. 
On the other hand, love, hatred, and intellect, for example, are 
essentially of the spirit, because death (i.e, the absence of a 
physical body) makes no difference to them, and are manifested 
on all planes.—Yours, &, 

Ricnarp A, Bus. 


Dreams Coinciding with Events. 


Sim, —One night recently I was extremely restless for quite 
an hour after getting into bed, and could not lie still for more 
than a moment. Suddenly, without any sensation of falling 
lep, I was aware of a small child, a girl, being dropped or 
tossed into my arms as I lay on my left side, with my face 
towards a wardrobe, there being hardly room for a person to 

and, much less move about between wardrobe and bed. Then 
on my other side—grown-up by the voice said: ‘Get 
ok what a state she is in; she is all wet.“ I murmured 
y, Do let me alone, I am sleepy now. I have been 
g so badly lately.’ But the person continued to urge me 
with a great effort I turned over and woke, 
ely I had had a nightmare. This morning I read 
y Mirror’ of the drowning of a little girl. Can 
e connection between this factand my dream? Was 
aty” and so she was brought to me? And if I was really 

jw was I aware of the side on which I was lying and of 


e same way I seemed to be present in a railway 
ich a near relative was violently shaken, though 
art. In this case I got up as s20n as I woke and 
5 exactly coincided with the time of the 
v 

pccasion I ‘dreamed’ that I was desired to look 
resembling a crystal, though it was not one, and 
on fire, the flames shooting up to a terrific height. 
the time. The morning’s paper contained the 
steamer in the Thames being burned, and the 
the scene tallied with what I saw. Can any of 
explain these experiences ( Yours, &e., 


Dorts SEVERN. 


Supernormal Pictures ?' 


ve no intention of wasting Mr. Walker's time or 
wing him an invitation to show him how photo- 
yi 3 I presume he knows some of the methods, 
int question is, what are the exact details of the 

so-called ‘genuine psychic photographs’ of 
re one or two particulars on which I desire infor- 
re altering my opinion and accepting Mr. Walker's 

garding the supernormal origin of the said pic- 
disposed to think there are some loopholes, and 
them psychic pictures all possible normal 
t be excluded. Perhaps had I been present in 
Je I might, like him, have been satisfied with all 


like to know if his plates were marked and num- 
states that he transferred the plates to ‘ the only dark 
se.’ Was it Mr. Walker's own slide and camera? 


* 
y of the Crewe circle photographers? This is more 
nt than the statement that they ‘do their part free.’ 
ly spurious so-called Spiritualistie 
in the presence of individuals 
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cases nil.“ He says this is not correct. Will Mr, Walker 
put me right, aud give me the name of any well-known 
scientific authority who has had satisfactory results! 
for I have further learned that other friends, including 
Sir William Crookes and Mr. Serocold Skeels, have submitted 
plates to be experimented with, and in all these cases there have 
not been any results. 

I am satisfied from Mr. Walkers reputation and his 
physiognomy that he is a seeker after truth, and I sincerely 
trust that he will give me credit for the same object, but he 
must allow me to express my opinion upon the evidence produced 
without insinuating that it is only my imagination that is at 
work.—Yours, &c., 

A. Warrace, M.D. 


A Letter from China. 


Sm. I read in yourissueof June 14th (p. 280) that Mrs Besant 
has stated to the representative of The Daily Sketch’ that “a 
certain event took place at a great place many hundreds of 
miles from where I was staying. I went there in what would 
be called the astral body, observed the event, and wrote an 
account of it to England. Four days later I received a letter 
from a friend whom I met in that place, though he was 
physically a thousand miles away from it, which corroborated 
the account which I had sent to England. I was lying 
upon a sofa when I saw, heard, and took part in these 
events that were occurring hundreds of miles away.’ I 
note also her statement that the power to thus observe events 
at a great distance can be attained by daily meditation. Without 
intending to impugn the veracity of Mrs. Besant, for whose 
abilities I have great respect, I cannot help reflecting how much 
it is to be regretted that the exercise of such powers cannot be 
used to result in some proof to the sceptics that these visions are 
not imagination ; for instance, if the seeress were to go to Sydney 
or New York and give extracts from the daily papers there, of 
course under conditions that would preclude the possibility of 
cabling the extracts beforehand, or, better still, if an apport 
medium would apport a copy of such newspaper. 

I quite understand that the spirit bloweth where it listeth,’ 
and that we must not expect to dictate to mediums; but if one 
can by training and meditation, as Mrs. Besant states, attain to 
such powers, it would seem worth while to use them to some 
such practical purpose as I have suggested. 

On page 278 of the same issue, L read that Mr. Sinnett testi- 
fies to the fact that ‘spiritual séances are sometimes attended by 
invisible beings who are actually the departed souls of people 
who once lived in the body.’ Does this not clash with what 
Mrs. Besant says in her book on ‘The Seven Principles of Man’ 
as to these appearances at séances being only etherie bodies 
moulded by the thoughts of the sitters into the likenesses of 
persons known to the sitters ?—Yuurs, Kc, 

Rost. Surwax. 

Hong Kong, July 17th, 1913. 


Remarkable Happenings at Kimberley. 


Sin — Some little time back certain incidents occurred at 
Kimberley, South Africa, an account of which was taken down 
in shorthand by a son of the lady who was instrumental in 
forwarding the money to England. The son bas been personally 
known to me for more than twenty years. The incident as his 
mother told it was as follows: — 


Some friends of mine sent for me one evening requesting 
my presence at their house. They said that they could not rest, 
as a man appeared every evening walking from one room to the 
other, and talking all the time. I went and took tea with them, 
after which we sat and had a game of cards. About 8 o'clock 
the children went to bed. About half an hour afterwards one 
of the children screamed Oh, mamma, please come, here is the 
man again.” The husband and wife begged me to go and speak 
to the man, and try to get him to leave; and as I entered the 
room I saw a man standing in the middle of the floor, talking 

and pointing to the wall. I burst out laughing to see the 
children all huddled together, with pillows and blankets 
over their heads. He turned to me and said, “You, 
at least, are not frightened.” I said “No, I am not 
frightened. I have come specially to talk to you. It grieves 
me to see you here, and it appears you are not at peace with your 
Maker. If you want to do anything, or if you want to say any- 
thing, tell me, and if it is in my power to help you I will gladly 
do it, so that you may go and rest.” He said, “ My dear woman, 
mine was a sudden death. I had no time to set anything in 
order. I am not troubling about the house being sold and my 
wife not getting all the money she should have got. I never 
believed in banking my money, but made a hole in the wall, 
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Whonover I had money to put away I would take out the briok, 
put the money in the hole, and close it up again as It was before, 
so that nobody would suspect that it was a hiding-place, My 
wilo and children are greatly in want of the money that is 
hidden in the wall, and I will show you whore to remove the 
brick.” T went outside, got a trowel, and removed the plaster 
and paper at the «pot indicated by the spirit. Then he said,” Pall 
out that brick, and you will Aud a tin box containing a sum of 
money amounting to Cage odd.” I did so, and found the box, 
Ho mid,“ Now, I want you to send this money home to my wife 
and children, as they are in groat neod of it, and I will reward 
you for your trouble.” I mid to him,“ It is very late now, How 
am T going to get home tonight “ No one will stir out, as thoy 
are too frightened,” He mid, “T will see you home. Take the 
box and come along. Your people will be wondering what has 
become of you. I will come and see you at your own house 
tomorrow.” The next day, at 10 am, when everybody 
wie away from the house but myself, he came aa he had 
promised and gave me the address of his wife in England, telling 
mo to write to her, He said that when the anawer came he 
would let me know if it was from her, T did as he wished, and 
when the reply came he said it was quite correct and that I could 
now send the money on to her. I wrote her three letters before 
the money was forwarded, Before hor next letter came I knew 
that she had received the money safely, as her spirit husband 
came and told me of it His wife sent me a cheque, but I 
returned it at once, saying that what I did was not for payment. 
Hy also insisted that I should take something for myself, but 
this T declined to do, In her reply she said it was on account of 
my honesty that she had sent me the cheque, Upon receipt of the 
money I received, not a letter, but a small newspaper in acknow» 
ledgment, The spirit appears to me very often. On one 
oceasion, when J was out spending the evening with two lady 
I had to go home alone, and on my way two men stopped 
me, Before they could do me any harm he appeared and they 
cleared away in great haste. Evidently they also could seo him. 
He comes to see me vory often, especially in times of trouble, and 
has given me good advice, which I have always made use of, and 
in every case it has been of advantage. The house is not troubled 
now, nor the people, much to their delight.’ 


I believe this account is a correct setting forth of a perfectly 


genuine ence, — Vours, Ko, 

* 0. N. Gown, 
— — h y Ary Diamond Fields 
Kimberley, South Africa, Spiritualist Association, 

June 16th, 101g. 


Spiritualists’ National Fund of Benevolence. 


Sin, —In submitting my mosey report of donations to the 
Fund of 1 July I wish to convey to all aub- 
scribers my heartfelt thanks for their generosity on behalf of 
the poor and needy of our beloved canse; also to thank very 
those ladies who kindly collected at the doors of the 
Town Hall, Birmingham, at the Sunday evening meeting of the 
National Union's Conference in that city. The committee are 
indeed grateful for the help which was thus afforded. Received 
during July :—Collections and bookstall takings at the con- 
ference, £6 dx Id.; Rothemy Circle, £1; Mra Ritchie, £2 ; 
A Friend (Madras), 2s. Gd, ; lots, per Mr., Oaten, 6s ; 
Mr, and Mre. Ellis, Da, ; Miss Boswell Stone, 5s. ; A. 0.“ per 
Mr. Morse, 24 Gd. Mr. J. Owen, 34 ; Mr. Robertson, £1 1a. ; 
A. W. O, £1 in ; Toronto Lyceum, £4 2s, Id. Mis. A. M, 
Moree, por Luan, 3a ; Midlands Union, 3% 6d, ; A Friend’ 
rk), la Total, £16 194 Sd, Surely the hearts of our 
pensioners will be made glad.—Yours, &e., 
Many A. Sram. 


M4, North-atreet, Keighley, Yorks, 


—— — — — 
The Co-operative Wholesale Society Apologises. 
Sim, — Our attention has been called to a letter from a corre- 
spondent appearing in your issue of August Dth, criticising a 
to table tuppiug in a booklet published by us on 
te nay wy we bare received 


tment to the adherents of Spiritualism. The author of the 
waa written some time ago, îs no longer in our 
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 17th, Kc. 


— 


Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four worda, may be added 


to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence 


MARYLENONE SPIRITUALIST Assocration,—Shearn's Restaur 
ant, 231, Tottenham Oourt-road, W.—Mrs. Place-Veary gave 
many remarkable clairvoyant descriptions, Mr, W. T. Cooper 
presided. Sunday next, see advertisoment on front page. 

Lonpon Stra Mraston: 13n, Pembridge Place, Bayr 
water, W.—Mr, P, E. Beard gave addresses, Morning subject, 
“Tho Power of the Spirit’; evening, ‘Life's Eventide,’ Por 
next week's services, see front page. 

Haunuuns urn. 89, Campripar-rnoap.—Sunday next, at 
AN am, circle ; at 7 p.m., Mr. Pryor, Thursday, at 4 pm, 
circio, 

Kiıxastox-ox-Tuasmes Assrsuspy Rooms, Hasrros Wick= 
Mr. E. W. Wallis gave an excellent address, Sunday next, at 
Sand 7 pm., representatives of the London Lyceum Council, 

Butxrox -, MAYALL-ROAD, —Mrs. Harvey gave an addres 
and descriptions, Sunday next, 7 p.m., Mr. Kent, address; Mra 
Kont, descriptions; 3 p.m, Lyceum, Weekly meetings as usual. 

Bnisroh 144, GrRosvVENOR-ROAD,—Mrs. Baxter spoke 
acceptably on ‘What Spiritualism is and what it should be’ and 
"Who is my Neighbour ?’ and answered questions, Sunday next, 
at 6.30, service. Usual week-night meetings.—J. S. B. 

Srratrorp.—Workman’s HALL, 27, ROMFORD-ROAD, B— 
Mr. Gerald Scholey gave an excellent address on ‘Out in the 
Wilderness.’ Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn presided. Sunday next, at 
7 p.m., Miss Violet Burton, address.—J. B. 

Oroypon.—Etmwoop HALL, ELMWOOD-ROAD, BRoAD-GREES, 
—Mrs, Mary Gordon gave a helpful address on The Power of 
Thought,’ followed by well-recognised descriptions, Sunday 
next, 11 am., service; 7 p.m., Messrs, Percy aud Gerald Scholey, 
address and clairvoyance. 

Brianron.—MAanonester-streer (OPPOSITE ÅQUARIUM).— 
Mrs. Clarke gave good addresses. Sunday next, at 11.15 am, 
and 7 p.m., Mrs. Ellen Green, addresses and clairvoyance ; als 
Monday, at 8. Tuesday, 3, interviews ; at 8, also Wednesday, 
at 3, eirelos.—II. J. E. 

ÜLAPHAM. — Howarp-strert, WANDSWORTH-ROAD, — Al. 
dress and descriptions by Mrs, Mary Clempson ; solo by Mis 
Heythorne. Sunday next, 11,15 am., public cirele ; 7 pm, 
Mrs. Miles Ord. Monday, at 3, ladies’ circle. Thursday, at 8, 
address and deseriptions.—F. C. 

Barenton.—Hove OLD Town Hawn, 1, BRUNSWIOK-STRERT 
Wesr—Mrs. G. ©. Corry gave addresses and clairvoyant dè- 
scriptions, Sunday next, 11.15 and 7, Mra. Neville. Tuesdays, 
3 and 8, also Wednesdays, 3, Mrs, Curry, clairvoyante. 27th,at 
8 pm., Mrs. Gordon on Women's Suffrage.’ —A C. 

OnELsSEA.—149, Kirxa's-Roan, S.W.—Address by the seere- 
tary ; satisfactory descriptions by Mrs. Caesar, Sunday next, 
at 7 pm., addresses by the secretary and Mr. John Wallace; 
deseriptions by Mr. T. Morgan Melini. 27th, 8 pm., Mr 
Arthur Slee, ` 

Seven KINGS. — 45, Tas PROMENADE —Mrs. Beaumont spoke 
on The Philosophy of Spiritualism’ and gave descriptions 
12th, Mrs. Neville, address and descriptions. Sunday next, at 
7, Mr. J. O. Stockwell. Tuesday, at 8, Mrs Webster, 31st, Mr, 
and Mrs. Roberts. September 2nd, Mrs. A. Jamrach,—H, V. 

Hackney,—240a, Amnounst-noap, N.—Mrs, Roberts gave 
an inspired address on ‘Spirit Gleanings’ and Mr. Roberts de- 
scriptions, Sunday next, 11.15 a. m., Mr. Dougall and Mr, Jones; 
7pm, Mr. X. J. McLellan, address and descriptions, Circles: 
Monday, 8 pm., open; Thursday, 7.15, healing ; 8.15 (mem: 
bers). —N. R. 

ProknamM.—Lavsanne HALL, LAvsaANNe-ROAD,—Morning, 
address by Mr. G. Brown; evening, Mr. Horace Leaf, address 
aud desoriptions. 14th, Mra, Orlowski. Sunday next, morning, 
Mr. Williams; afternoon, Lycoum ; evening, Mr. Blackman 
Thursday, 8.15, Mrs. Webster. 31st, morning; evening, Me 
II. J. Stockwell, Soloist, Mr. Charles Simmonds. 

STRATFORD, — Ipmiston-roap, FOREST- tank. — Mra È 
Neville named a baby, spoke on ‘Open the Door for the 
Children,’ and gave descriptions. 14th, Mrs, A, Keightley gay, 
doseriptions, Sunday next, at 11.45 a. m., Mr. A. T. Connor, on 
‘ Is Spirit Return Possible ““ 7 pem, Mr. A. Trinder, Thursday, 
at 8 p.m, Mra, Mary Davies, ist, Mr. W. E. Walker, 

OLLOWAY,—GrovepaLe Hatt, GROVEDALE-ROAD.— More 
ing, Mr. J. Abrahall spoke on“ Responsibility’ and gave descrip: 
tions Evening, Mr. E. Alcock-Rush gave an uplifting addres 
on I am come that ye may have life.’ Solo and duet by Mr. 
and Mra Alcock-Rush, 13th, Mrs. Annie Keightley gave 

readings. Sunday next, at 11.15 am, Mra 8. 


a 


Lyceum; at 7 pm., Mr. G. Taylor Gwinn, 


9 1 at à 
president Spiritüalist National Union, 


Wednesday, 2 
8.10, address, &,—J, F. mag Ty 


i 
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Barrensea PARK-ROAD.—Hentey-streer. — Address by 
Mrs, Boddington on ‘Spiritual Life. Mr. Thomas presided. 
Sournaga.—Lesser Vicronta HALT. Mr. G. R. Symons 
give addresses on ‘Be of Good Cheer’ and * Holy Communion.’ 
Prrmoura.—Opprettows’ Haus, Montey-street.—Aildress 
by Mr, Clavis, and descriptions by Mrs. Trueman — E. E. 
= Kesmen Town.—17, Pnixox or Waves'-crescent, N. W.— 
Mrs Richards, address und psychometry. 
_ Norrinonam.—Meoranios’ Leorore HAI. — Ms. Ellen 
Green gave addresses and descriptions, morning and evening. 
 Binwincnaw.—Dr. JOHNSON'B-PASSAGE, BULL-STREET.— 
eee ee addresses ; Mrs, Cotton descriptions, also on 
„ PD. . 
_ Exeren, — Manr RO Hatt — Addresses by Mr. 
Elvin ask, and Mrs. Letheren; descriptions by Mrs. 
_ Wnairiey Bay.—Mr. F. Purvis spoke on ‘ Did Jesus teach the 
Doctrine of Eternal Torment?’ and applied the teachings of 
Spiritualism.—C. C. 
EXETER. DRUMS" HALL, MARKET-STREET.—Mrs, E. Mar- 


8 taron Targan, addressed large audiences. Descriptions by 


Mrs. Grainger, and on Monday.—H. L. 


on vaco : The Better Way, and Should Spiritualism Stand 
lone?’ answered questions and gave descriptions. —E. B. 
fouTH TEMPLE.—VicToRIA-ROAD Sour. — Addresses 
oward Mundy. Descriptions in the morning by Mr. 
indy and in the evening by Mra. Podmore.—J, McF. 
>.—Crowstone Gymnasium, Nortavrew DRIVE, 
Mr. George T. Brown spoke on ‘Is There a Future 
hat do we Know of It?’ and answered questions. 

- Nok HALL, Broapway.—Mr. Rundle spoke 
ationship between Guides and Incarnate Beings,’ 
gave an interesting account of his transition, Ke. 
f.—553, CANTERBURY-STREET, GILLINGHAM. —Mrs. 
repaire gave an address on ‘Spiritualism as a 
by descriptions. 11th, Mrs. Keightley.—S. 
our. UNIX HALL, EDGCUMBE-STREET. 
Ir. T. Blamey on ‘Spirituality.’ Descriptions by 

mnis, who also sang a duet with Master Tab. 

_ New-roap.— Surrey Masonro HALL.— 
j orning, Spirit Teachings and Personal 
ap reciated. Evening, address on The Rich 


ew Hawt, BLAGRAVE-STREET.—Mr. P. K. 
Adresses on ‘(Quo Vadis?’ and ‘Tapping the 
tions by Mrs. C. Street. 12th, 13th, 14th, 
1 YE Street. — NI. L. 
zovrn —Witnerrorce Hal. — Mr. F. T. Blake 
as on Truth and Repose’ and What all the 
aking, and gave descriptions, 14th, address by Mr. 
1d descriptions by Mr. Blake. — P. II. 
Pank. — Fund AVENUE, CHUROH-ROAD.—Morn- 
m; evening, address on The Correspondence of 
with God,’ by Miss Violet Burton. lith and 13th, 
fiss Woodhouse and Mrs. Neville. — E. S. 
1—Mizran HALL, WATERLOO-STRRET.—Mts. 
, SPoko on ‘The Soul; Its Origin, Nature and 
and ‘The Occult Side of Prayer,’ and gave well- 
ptions, 14th, Mr. and Mrs. Spiller. —P. 
. —OCORNER OF SHREWSBURY AND STRONE-ROAD, 
r Mr. II. J. Stockwell spoke on The 
ern Religious Thought,’ and answered questions. 
‘and descriptions by Mrs. Richards. — . L. M. 
A AND PLUMSTRAD.— PERSEVERANCE HALI, VILLAS- 
Chapin (the blind medium) gave an impressive 
What has Spiritualism done for us and many 
most of which were recognised. 13th, Miss Wood- 


n address and descriptions. —C. D. 


‘LIGHT’ ‘TRIAL’ SUBSCRIPTION. 


ducement to new and casual readers to become 
rs, we will supply Liaur for thirteen weeks, post free, 

i a ‘trial’ subscription, feeling assured that at the 
í f that period they will find that they ‘cannot do 
will then subscribe at the usual rates May we 
time suggest to those of our regular readers who 
ls to whom they would like to introduce the paper, 
hould avail themselves of this offer, and forward to 

and addresses of such friends, upon receipt of 
i, ‘requisite postal order, we shall be 
to them by post, as stated above 7 


iii. 


The Human Aura and the 


Significance of Colour, 
By W. J. COLVILLE. 


Leetvan L— 
Deals with Fundamental Statements; How to Develop and Utilise 
a good and powerful Anra; Oral and Vienal Treatment by Sugges- 
tion; The Successful Telepathiet; The Practice of Mental Tele- 
pathy; How Thoughts are Transmitted; The Exercise whereb 
the Anra is Developed; The Theraprutic Effects of Coloure—Tted, 
Blue, Yellow, and Violet. 
tone IL— 
Specific Interpretations: The Philosophy of Colour and its Signifi- 
cance; The Higher Octaves of Colour; The Therapeutic Effects 
of Colour Definitely Elucidated; The Lower Ooctaves of Colour; 
The Wearing of Gems, a Reisonable Practice ; the Well. Developed 
Aura, 
Leetene III — 
The Haman Aura as an Indicator of Health and Character, with 
Reflections on the Aura of Habitation; Health Aura; The Aara 
of Buildings ; How to Purify one’s Aura; The Psychic Aura; The 
Aura of a Telepathiat: The Auric Belt; Heavens and Hells; Dis. 
sipated Aura; The Troe Philanthropist; Perfect Harmony. 


PRICE 1s, NET, POST FREE. 
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OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN S LANE, W.C. 


NEW EDITION. 
TWO BOOKS COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME: 


SPIRIT IDENTITY 


AND 


HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By WM. STAINTON MOSES (M. A., OXON.’). 


SPIRIT IDENTITY: 


An argument for the reality of the return of departed human spirits, 
illustrated by many narratives from personal experience ; together 
with a discussion of some of the difficulties that beset the inquirer. 
Contains strong evidence that some of the Spirits who communicate 
through mediumship are the departed individuals they say they are. 


HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM: 

A Statement of the Moral and Religious Teachings of Spiritualism ; 
and a Comparison of the present Epoch with its Spiritual Interventions 
with the Age immediately preceding the Birth of Christ. 

The TWO BOOKS— Spirit Identity’ and“ Higher Aspects 
of Spiritualism — now issued in one volume: Handsomely 
bound in cloth gilt, 224 pp., demy 8vo., price 3s. Gd. net, 

or post free, 3s. 10d. 
LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 
110, St. Martin’s Lane, Lox box, WC. 


LTD., 


A LITTLE PILGRIM IN THE UNSEEN. 
By MKS. OLIPHANT. 
(Including ‘The Little Pilgrim Goes Up Higher.’) 


An attempt to follow a gentle soul, which never knew doubt, into the 
New World and to catch a glimpse of something of its glory. 


Cloth, 147 pages, 1/8 net, post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT.’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


WHEN WERE YOU BORN? 


A BOOK THAT WILL BRING YOU 
SUCCESS. YOUR CHARACTER 
TOLD, YOUR TENDENCIES EX. 
PLAINED; YOUR FUTURE INDICATED 


By CHEIRO. 


Author of * The Language of the Hand,’ ‘The Guide to the Hand.“ 
With Engravings Illustrating Life s Mysterious Triangles. 


Cloth, 122 pages and Portrait. 2/9 nett, post free. 


CHEIRO is well known as the author of several popular works on 
palmistry. His purpose in this book is to show in a clear and simple 
manner the useful and practical truth that underlies the so-called 
ocoult study of read ng character and disposition according to the time 
and ‘period of birth and the meaning of the number of each day 
and its influence on life. It will be seen from these pages how perfect 
is the mechanism of the universe, by which personal characteristics, 
and even details as to health, may be t „The sceptical will be 
interested in the amazing ‘science of numbers’ here expounded, whilst 
the earnest student will find the book of great use. 
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED 


TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY. 


Post free from the Office of Lahr, 110, Sr.  MARTIN’S Lang, W.C., at the prices quoted 
Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent. 
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Batra. Paper covers, Is. dd. 


itch Stories.’ Collected by E. Lynn 
4 LINTON. Cloth, Is d. — 
‘he Haunted Homes and Family Traditions 
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page illustrations, 641 pages, 4e. dd 
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M. H. Watts. Stiff boards 1s. Id., cloth Is. 8d. 
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the Invisible’ Practical Studies in 
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IE Death. A Personal Narrative.’ 
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